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For the Panoplist. 


NEW THEOLOGICAL INSTITU- 


TION. 
District of Maine, June 1, 1813. 


Mr. Enptror, 

i was surprised and grieved, on learning, 
from the Panoplist for March, what 
jealousy is entertained towards our 
“New Theological Institution.” I would 
avail myself of the privilege you kindly 
offer, and wish you to insert the follow- 
mg remarks, in reply to your correspon- 
cent. 


TO ALEPH. 

Srr, 

Tus friends of the Institution, 
against which you object, hold 
themselves bound, in love to the 
Christian public, to give infor- 
mation of their proceedings and 
views, in a matter of this nature, 
and consequence, when they 
thus learn that thelt measures 
are {disapproved. 

It will, therefore, be my first 
object, in undertaking their 
cause, to make to you a, brief 
statement of facts. 

In the year 1810, a Society 
was formed, in this district, and, 
onthe 24th of June 1812, was 
organized under an act of incor- 
poration, by the name of “The 
Society for Theological Educa- 
tion,” not “Theological Society,” 
as stated by a correspondent in 

Vox. IX. 


the Panoplist. The design of 
this body is to assist pious, prom- 
ising, though indigent, young 
men, in preparing for the Gos» 
pel ministry. Our funds are the 
produce of our own annual sub- 
scriptions, and of contributions. 
We are confined to no particu- 
lar method; but render pecunia- 
ry assistance to young men in 
prosecuting either their literary 
or.theological studies, at acade- 
mies, at Colleges, or with private 
ministers, as circumstances *e- 
quire. It is, however, a princi- 
ple with us, that a collegiate ed- 
ucation, though desirable, is not 
indispensable in qualifying a 
man forthe ministry; especially 
in those new settlements, whose 
wants we have most in view. 
We have done but little. Still 
we hope and believe that our la- 
bor will not be in vain in the 
Lord. 

It has, however, been for some 
time the desire of this Society 
to attempt something more sys- 
tematic and permanent with re- 
gard to the same object. We 
have wished tu establish a Sem- 
inary. The means of accom- 
plishing the purpose have been 
wanting; and a plan for the school 
has not been fully matured. But 
a Board of Trpstees were ap- 
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pointed June 24th, 1812, and the 
outlines of a plan adopted. The 
school is intended to afford the 
means of instruction to indigent 
students, wholly or in part with- 
out expense to them, as circum- 
stances require; to comprise 
both literary and theological in- 
struction; to give ad// the students 
ai least whatis termed an aca- 
demical education; to receive in- 
to the theological department 
graduates from Colleges; to as- 
sist, in their preparatory studies, 
such young men as prefer to en- 
ter a College, and have property 
to maintain themselves while 
there; to receive them a second 
time to prosecute a theological 
course; and not to refuse appli- 
cants who are not subjects of 
charity. This board, though 
first appointed by the society, 
is now independent of it; wiil 
fill its own vacancies, and man- 
age the concerns of the Semina- 
ry without rendering account to 
us. The Society and the Semt!- 
nary are therefore distinct, 
though aiming at the same object. 
The society patronize the school; 
and whenever it shall be estab- 
lished, engage to place their 
students in it, (except in partic- 
tlar cases,) “so long as ihe Ine 
structors in said school sha” 
maintain and teach the doctrines 
of grace.” It is yet uncertain 
to mortals whether our wishes 
will ever be gratified m the es- 
tablishment of the school. We 
have encountered some trials; 
the war has darkened our pros- 
pects exceedingly; our faith and 
patience are tried; yet we Aosie. 
Meanwhile the Society continue 
their exertions. Both the Soci- 
cty and the school are exposed, 
Sir, to your objections, both 
having the same object, and both 


intending to introduce men into 
the ministry with acquirements 
which you deem insufficient. 

I shall, therefore, state in the 
second place, the motives or rea- 
sons which have induced us to 
take these measures. 

1. Notwithstanding all the 
present means of supply, there 
isa great want of ministers in 
the new settlements of this dis- 
trict. There are above 200 in- 
corporated towns, besides many 
other settlements which are rap. 
idly advancing to that rank, 
Only seventy-five towns are sup- 
plied with Congregational or 
Presbyterian ministers. Of the 
vacant towns, 12 contain more 
than 1500 souls each; 31 be- 
tween 1000 and 1500 each; 38 
between 500 and 1000; 14 be- 
tween 400 and 500; and 17 be- 
tween 300 and 400; making 112 
towns, each of which has more 
than 800 souls. Jn ordinary ca- 
ses, 300; at most 400 souls, ina 
new settlement, would, if united, 
be able to support a preacher. 
This vast region, however, com- 
prehending more than 110,000 
immortal and precious souls, is 
destitute of any stated preaching, 

-except by sectarians. Whatever 
regard we may have for such 
Baptists and others as preach es- 
sentially the truth; and whatever 
hope we may entertain of the 
good intentions of some others; 
it will be agreed in the present 
discussion, that sectarian preach- 
ing is generally illiterate, and 
unworthy of the servants of 
Christ, who has required that 
his stewards be well instructed 
into the things of the kingdom 
of God, and capable of bring- 
ing out of their treasures things 
new and old. This field then 
lies waste. Sectarians, have 
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pre-eccupied the ground, prop- 
agated errors, divided the peo- 
ple, and rendered them indiffer- 
ent to the Gospel and its institu- 
tions. Those who live ata dis- 
tance from this, or similar re- 
gions of darkness, delusion, and 
spiritual desolation, can form 
but faint ideas of the wants and 
dangers of our wretched fellow- 
sinners, even in this Gospel land. 
Missionary Socicties have done 
much; and still a vast and dreary 
waste remains to be cleared and 
cultivated. Candidates for the 
ministry in New England and 
the neighboring states are not 
sufficientiy numerous to supply 
the wants of the old settlements. 
Those who have expended much 
money and nine years of precious 
time in study, and who are real- 
ly qualified for larger towns, and 
more eligibie situations,most nat- 
urally fallinto them. Itis certain 
we have cause of gratitude to 
the gracious Head of the Church 
that “an unusual number of min- 
isters have been settled in this 
district within a short period.” 
But nearly all of them are settled 
in old towns, orin the most pop- 
ulous and thriving of the new 
settlements. Afew have been 
stationed in the smaller and in- 
terior towns, who there shine as 
lights, and cast a few enlivening 
rays into the surrounding Egyp- 
tian darkness. Most of these 
few are men who have oz re- 
ceived a public education. 

It seems that “preachers have 
come hither, and have return- 
ed for want of employment.” 
Whether these found all the 
flourishing towns supplied, and 
declined penetrating into the re- 
gions of poverty, division, and 
delusion, I know net. I know, 


that vacancies of the first de- 
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scription have been generally 
supplied. I know the people in 
new settlements are not always 
prepared to hire candidates; that 
they, with some old, but divided 
towns, must be stimulated and 
assisted by Missionary Societies; 
and that they are for the present 
inactive in consequence of the 
calamities which all of us feel, 
and the peopie of Maine pecul- 
larly. No, Sir, many are /er- 
ishing because there is no vision. 
Notwithstanding all the present. 
means and sources of supply, 
there is a great want of minis- 
ters. And it is increasing every 
year. While we sleep, the 
enemy is sowing tares. Look, 
Sir, at Rhode Island; and let 
your eye affect your heart. 
Say, is it best to let whole towns 
and districts continue without 
the ministry, till God’s holy 
day is forgotten, all the institu- 
tions of religion are unknown, 
and the descendants of the puri- 
tans become more heathenish 
than those who never heard the 
Gospel? Many portions of our 
country present scenes as 
gloomy aS our own. Can we 
then be blamed, if we beseech 
the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would thrust forth { Gr. enSane, ] 
laborers into his harvest? Shall 
we be regarded by our brethren 
with a jealous eye, if, while we 
pray; we use our exertions to 
promote the same object? God 
forbid. 

2. Men of piety and promis- 
ing talents are often found, who 
cannot be fitted for the ministry 
in the way you propose. God 
does not usually bestow his 
grace onthe rich and noble of 
the earth. Very few of this de- 
scription, comparatively, are 
born into the kingdom, You 
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will contend, as earnestly as 
myself, that piety ts an indispen- 
sable requisite fora minister of 
the Gospel. Natural talents are 
bestowed on the poor as well 
as the rich. Many who might 
shine as lights in the world, 
both in church and state, are 
never known beyond the town 
in which they were born. Many 
ofthe most faithful, laborious, 
and useful ministers, who do re- 
ceive a collegiate education, ac- 
quire it by great industry and 
self-denial, and through many 
obstacles and difficulties, in 
which the prime of life is con- 
sumed, and they enter the min- 
istry at the age of SO, or 35. 
Some men of superior natural 
talents are called to know Christ 
when rather advanced; and it 
seems improper that their ser- 
vices should be lost to the 
Church, merely because they 
cannot then become so learned 
as others. At any rate, there 
are young men of piety and tal- 
ents, who cannot be educated in 
your way. Their fathers have 
no property to spare for the pur- 
pose. Ifthey earn enough them- 
selves, their nine years must be- 
come twelve or fifteen. Our 
Colleges are not charitable in- 
stitutions. The Seminary at 
Andover will give them assis- 
tance gratis, in pursuing their 
theological studies, but only after 
they have odsained a collegiate 
education, or what is equivaient. 
This, however, they cannot do. 
Shall we endeavor to assist them 
through the whole course of 
their studies on your plan? It is 
beyond our means; beyond our 
hopes. We look on these men, 
who might be useful to Zion, 
(not forgetting the many and 
distressing wants of the people,) 


and we cannot forbear saying to 
them, “Zhe Lord hath need of 
you; come ufi to the help of the 
Lord, against the mighty.” In 
this state of things we ask, 
Is it aHowable, and expedient 
to admit men to the sacred office 
with less qualifications than are 
bestowed at Andover? Here we 
hesitate, we reflect, we inquire, 
we pray; and we find, 

3. That no defined degree of 
learning is required in Scrip- 
ture, for the office of a minister. 
God requires that a_ bishop 


should not be a novice, but apt 


to teach, ad/e to teach others, a 
scribe well instructed into the 
kingdom of heaven, bringing 
out of his treasures things new 
and old. His priests’ lips must 
keep knowledge. His pastors 
must feed the people with 
knowledge and understanding. 
But he has no where placed a 
boundary. He has not prescrib- 
ed a certain degree of learning, 
which shall be necessary to fita 
man for service in his vineyard. 

4. We learn from Scripture, 
that God employs men of very 
different attainments, in the min- 
istry of the word. Paul and 
Luke, and John and Mark were 
men very unequal in their ac- 
quirements. Christ gave Apos- 
tles, and Prophets, and Evangel- 
ists, and Pastors, and Teachers; 
and all for the edifying of the 
body of Christ. Religious in- 
structors, as well as others, had 
their peculiar gifts, differing ac- 
cording to the grace given unto 
them; and were accordingly re- 
quired to prophesy, or wait on 
ministering, or teaching, or ex- 
hortation, as the gift of each had 
prepared him. And yet they 
were all fellow servants and 
brethren, The head, the hands, 
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and the feet, performed their 
separate functions; and yet all 
promoted the interest of the 
whole body without rivalship. 

5. The practice of the Chris- 
tian churches does not establish 
the degree of knowledge, which a 
minister shall possess. Certain- 
ly it does not furnish your stand- 
ard. The advantages which the 
Seminary at Andover afford 
have been enjoyed in New Eng- 
land but a few years. An equal 
portion of time has not been 
spent by ministers generally, 
who were graduates from Col- 
leges, and are now, or have been, 
faithful, well-furnished, and use- 
ful. The churches have also 
employed many who were never 
at a College, who have not only 
been the means of much good 
to souls, but, in many cases, an 
honor tothe ministry. Of this 
fact there are living witnesses. 

6. It is impossible to fix a 
standard. Ministers always 
bave been qualified in different 
degrees, and always will be. Dift- 
ferent native talents, with the 
same means, and in the same 
time, will produce a different re- 
sult. Some men would be bet- 
ter fitted for an employment in 
four years, than others in nine. 
Some men with limited attain- 
ments would be more capable 
of instructing, than others who 
had ten times as much knowl- 
edge. God gives talents, to one, 
five; to another, two; and to 
another, one. Yet he accepts 
the improvement ofeach. Shall 
we insist, that the possessors 
shall equalize them before they 
shall improve them? We cannot, 
if we would. 

7. The wants of churches re- 
quire men of different qualifica- 
‘ions, in different places. The 
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talents of a Missionary should 
be very different from those of 
the stated Pastor. In an obscure 
country village, a man may be 
well qualified for every duty to 
which he will be called; may fill 
up his life with usefulness, and 
lead many souls up to heaven; 
who would not be an acceptable 
nor profitable preacher in a city, 
where he would be surrounded 
with literary men, and be con- 
versant both with inquirers and 
opposers of a more intelligent 
order. A man therefore, to 


‘whom providence has evidently 


marked out his way to a station 
of the first description, would go 
entirely aside from duty, if he 
should consume several years 
of a short life, in acquiring tal- 
ents, which are never to be cal- 
led into exercise. As well 
might a man, who designs to 
employ his life as a blacksmith, 
acquire at great expense a 
knowledge of the art of watch- 
making; or a farmer, who deter- 
mines never to leave his native 
shore, acquaint himself with the 
business of the sailor. Would 
it not be strange, that a man, 
who knows he can never be 
President of a College, and in- 
tends only to take the charge of 
common schools, should yet la- 
bor to fit himself for leading 
students into the most abstruse 
mysteries of science. Far be it 
from me to undervalue learning 
I would have some of Christ’s 
servants as well informed, as the 
most erudite gainsayers. I 
would have sone employed, whe 
are not possessed of solid atiazi- 
ments. A minister ought weil 
to understand the proper busi- 
ness of his function. He shoul¢ 
have an intimate acquaintance 
with the sacred volume of God’s 
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truth; and so much knowledge 
of the sciences as to fit him to 
convey instruction to his hearers 
in aperspicuous manner. But 
every man cannot be a Dod- 
dridge, nor an Edwards. And 
the exigenrces o! the church do 
not reguire it. Some are want- 
ed, in the regions of Socinian 
and other learned heresies, to 
combat infidels with their own 
weapons, and confute them with 
biblical criticisms. I rejoice 
that Andover affords'the means of 
educating ministers for this ser- 
vice. I rejoice that means are 
there enjoyed, unknown to our 
fathers, for rendering many 
Gospel ministers learned, and 
mighty in the Scriptures; though 
{ hope but few will devote their 
time and talents for life to the 
business of comparing quota- 
tions, Manuscripts, and versions, 
while souls are perishing around 
them. Perhaps those who do 
not, like us, reside within the 
sound of the Macedonian in- 
treaty from desolate regions, do 
not, like us, fully realize that the 
Church needs and requires men 
to go forth thither peculiarly fit- 
ted to “endure hardness;’’ men 
who seek not great things for 
theniselves; men who will never 
meet a learned opposer, but find 
many errors, the offspring of ig- 
norance; men prepared by the 
habits of their minds, to adapt 
themselves to common people. 

8. The plan proposed will 
prevent ungualified men from un- 
dertaking the high office of re- 
Jigious teachers. It is natural 
for every soul, when born of 
God, to pity other lost sinners, 
earnestly to desire’ their salva- 
tion, and to wish to do something 
to thatend. Many pious men, 


near destitute places, are ready 


to fly to the rescue of souls from 
death, without ample ability 
to be useful. This is in a less 
degree the case in all places, 
where the situation of the desti- 
tute is known. A man of some 
natural powers, and of fervent 
piety, gives some attention to 
study, can lead in public devo- 
tions, is sound and understand- 
ing in the faith; but his attain- 
ments are small. An Associa- 
tion, viewing the pressing wants 
of their fellow men, are strongly 
tempted to grant him license to 
preach; they cannot find it in 
their hearts to refuse him. In 
this way unqualified men may 
come into the ministry. But 
this will be prevented, if men of 
this description can repair to a 
seminary, where they can be as- 
sisted, where they will not be 
fitted for eminence indeed, but 
to become respectable and use- 
ful ministers of the New Testa- 
ment. It is to be jamented, 
that persens have rushed into 
the sacred office with so little 
preparation, in so many cases. 
We are aware that bad effects 
result from employing Uliterate 
teachers. We wovld guard 
against this evil by our institu- 
tion. QOn the other hand, learn- 
ing may be, it has been, exalted 
higher, than its proper place. In 
our zeal for its promotion we 
are apt to overlook the other in- 
dispensable qualifications. <A 
learned ministry may be want- 
ing in spirituality, and the unc- 
tion of the Gospel. 

On the whole, we are con- 
strained to believe that we may 
do God service, if he shall grant 
us means, and endue us with 
wisdom to pursue the proposed 
plan. 

But, Sir, deference is due to 
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your remarks. I -shall, there- 
fore, in the third place, briefly 
reply to your objections: 

i. You say “the institution 
will tend to degrade the ministe- 
rial character.” It should be 
remembered, that the ministeri- 
al character is not yet generally 
raised to the standard of Ando- 
ver, for which you contend; be- 
cause few have had such advan- 
tages as are there enjoyed, till 
within a few years. Something 
has been said which will show 
that the probable tendency of 
our institution will be to raise 
the character of the ministry 
from its firesent state. 

2. “The proposed Academy 
is in its very design, a rzvad in- 
stitution to all our Colleges, and 
particularly to the Theological 
Seminary at Andover.” I think 
this is not the fact. Such as 
have property and time will pre- 
fer to pass through College; 
and we shall advise to it. Oth- 
ers generally do not go to Col- 
lege, even when there is Lo oth- 
er institution to take then. 
Those who can command the 
means will still prefer Andover. 
The objects of the two Institu- 
tions are different, but not oppo- 
site. You would fit men for cer- 
tain stations; we take ozher per- 
sons, aud fit them tor o/fer sta- 
tions. Most of those who will 
come to us; could not have gone 
according to your desire. They 
would have been useless to the 
Church. We should have no 
sinister motives in our acts of 
benevolence. We should think 
little of the grandeur or celebrity 
of an institution. We should 
rejoice only in its purity and 
usefulness. I sincerely wish 


there were pious young men 
enough in this state to fill two 
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such institutions as that at An- 
dover. If ours could be useful 
in another part of the vineyard, 
I should be willing it might re- 
ceive students. If I can do 
good, I will not consider you as 
an intruder on; my prerogative, 
although you do good likewise, 


in your appointed sphere, and 


by lawful means. Let there be 
no strife, I pray thee, between 
me and thee, and between my 
friends and thy friends; for we 
be brethren. I am persuaded, 
Sir, that ifyou knew our motives 
and views, whatever bad effects 
you might fear from our meas- 
ures, you would not impute to 
us the “design” of rivalling an 
institution, for a blessing on 
which we ardently pray. 

8. You say the proposed 
Academy “wall produce an un- 
happy division among.ministers.”’ 
Such a division docs not exist 
now, though there Is a greater 
difference in attainments thar. 
would result from our seminary. 
Pious and faithful preachers of 
small acquirements, without 
collegiate education, unite with 
others of the first eminence; and 
they hold each other in mutual 
estimation. And this, although 
itis “understood” that the one 
class have studied little, and the 
others much. Ido not think it 
is the manner of pious ministers 
to despise their brethren, who 
appear to be ministers of Christ, 
because they have Iess knowl- 
edge than themselves. Each 
esteems others better than him- 
self. 

4. IT am not inthe least degree 
apprehensive that the students 
in the Coilege of our Baptist 
brethren in this quarter will 
make greater attainments than 
our own. 
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5. Your fifth objection is re- 
moved by our allowing the im- 
portance of traiaing up some 
for the service you mention. 
But we would fit men for anoth- 
er service, where great acquire- 
ments are not needed. 

6. You say, “there is little rea- 
son to expect that our students 
will be favorably received by the 
public.” Let factreply. Num- 
bers fave been received in new 
settlements, and in older towns, 
who were never graduated at 
any College; and some who had 
enjoyed much smaller advanta- 
ees than we propose to offer. 
in almost every settlement some 
inhabitants are found, who have 
not lost their regard for the insti- 
tutions of religion which they.en- 
joyed in their youth, and are very 
desirous of a preached Gospel. 
In most places appear a few real 
Christians, who are hungry for 
the bread of life. These live in 
the midst of sectarians. They 
know they cannot give the sup- 
port which men of nine years 
study expect. Many parishes 
must be assisted several of the 
first years, in paying even a small 
salary. In this situation they 
will joyfully hail the heralds of 
salvation, though they should be 
less learned than others. They 
will deem those their best bene- 
facters, who help them to such 
men. They will not emulate 
older and richer towns. Their 
possessions and modes of living 
are inferior; and they are con- 
tented. We hope, that God 
will raise up men of a spirit so 
humble, that they can go forth 
without repining at their hum- 
bler lot; accounting it so great an 
honor to be employed in any part 
of our Lord’s vineyard, to bear 
his messages of grace, that they 
will not sicken, nor be consum- 


ed with ungratified ambition, 
when viewing the eminence of 
their brethren; men so devoted 
to the work of winning souls to 
Christ, as to commend them- 
selves to the acceptance of the 
people. 

Now, Sir, is it not, “on the 
whole, desiraéle to have the new 
settlements supplied in this man- 
ner?” If any are otherwise 
minded, we entreat them at leas‘ 
not to “consider us as espous- 
ing a cause, inconsistent with 
the design of the Theological 
Seminary at Andover, and hos- 
tile to the interests of literature 
in general;” both of which we 
desire rather to promote. 

When I call to mind the worth 
of lost souls; when I suitably 
value the Scriptures and the 
preaching of the Gospel; when 
Isee the vanity of all attain- 
ments, which are not consecrat- 
ed to God; when I think of the 
distressing state of those thous- 
ands who are even now suffering 
ali the horrors of a famine oi 
the word of God; I can do any 
thing, consent to any thing, du 
what is wrong, to send the Gos- 
pel to the destitute. The pro 
posed plan presents advantages 
for that purpose. J cannot finc 
itis wrong. I cordially enter 
into it. I hope and pray it may 
not prove abortive. 

And now, Sir, I am persuaded 
I shall have your leave to solicit 
the candor, the forbearance, and 
even the prayers, and the assist- 
ance of the Christian public; and 
to ask such of the wealthy as 
may read these remarks, and are 
desirous of promoting the order 
and welfare of the community; 
or the cause of religion, whether 
this Seminary will not have @ 
claim on their beneficence? 

Yours in the Lord, ALpHa.* 
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For the Panoplist. 


THE DUTY OF EDUCATING 
CHILDREN FOR THE ARDUOUS 
DUTIES OF THE PRESENT 
TIMES. 


QN 


I was lately struck with an ex- 
pression which occurs, if I nvis- 
take not, in Dr. Dwighi’s ser- 
mons, preached on the last na- 
tional fast, to this effect; ‘that 
now is the harvest-time of the 
world.’ If this brief description 
of the present day is correct, 
(and I verily believe it is,) many 
important duties press up- 
on Christians with increasing 
weight; duties which ought to be 
clearly explained, powerfully 
urged, and vigorously perform- 
ed. Among these duties, the 
following hold an eminent rank; 
viz. the support of a learned, la- 
borious, and evangelical ministry; 
new and extraordinary attempts 
to educate plous young men to 
become preachers of the Gospel 
at home and abroad; a revival of 
church discipline; more enlarg- 
ed endeavors to plant, cherish, 
and extend missions to the 
heathen, and to distribute the 
word of God in every language, 
and in every part of the world; 
the general support of schoois 
and literary institutions, of the 
highest and lowest orders, and 
under such auspices, as that they 
may all be nurseries of piety and 
virtue; andthe education of chil- 
dren with a pecular regard to 
the wants, the dangers, and the 
encouragements of the present 
times. On the last topic [ pro- 


pose to offer a few plain remarks; 
though I could wish that some 
abler pen than mine were em- 
ployed on this and each of the 
@ther above-mentioned subjects. 


Vou. EX. 


On Educating Children for the firesent Times: 
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It should be premised, that 
while nearly or quite:all writers 
on the Prophecies, agree in the 
opinion, that the millennium is 
not far distant, there is yet a con- 
siderable diversity of opinion 
on this question; Whether the 
Church is to suffer a short but 
severe depression, or thé dawn, 
which is now hailed with rap- 
ture, is gradually to brighten till 
it shall be lost in the full splen- 
dor of the millennial day? in 
whatever way this question may 
be answered, the subject under 
consideration is equally worthy 
of attention. On cither supposi- 
tion, our children ought to be 
fiited for trials; for, in the most 
favorable case which can be rea- 
sonably stated, there must be a 
violent struggle before the prince 
of the power of the air, the god of 
this world, will be dispossessed 
et his dominion. When we con- 
template the many millions of 
our race enveloped in the gross 
darkness of idolatry, superstition, 
and infidelity, and the few thou- 
sands who can be justly number- 
ed as on the Lord’s side, we must 
admit, that if the world is ever 
converted by human means with- 
out the aid of miracles, so great 
a conquest cannot be achieved 
but by a spirited and arduous 
warfare. 

It should be observed also, as 
claiming our particular consider- 
ation, that the advances towards 
the day of decision have been very 
rapid of late. Great events now 
succeed each other with astonish- 
ing quickness. The scheme of 
Providence is rapidly unfolding. 
In former times, men were born, 
lived in one still unvaried course, 
and died, without perceiving any 
great alteration in the state of 
the world around them. Butwe 

20 








- —=- 














154 On Educating Children for the present Times. Avs. 


of the present age, who have 
lived thirty years, have seen 
greater Changes within our own 
time, than could have been seen, 
at other periods of the world, in 
several centuries. And these 
ehanges are more wonderful as 
they affect the prospects of Chris- 
tianity, than in any other point of 
view. Let every Christian par- 
ent, therefore, consider well the 
ebligation which lies upon him 
to educate his offspring for the 
service of Christ, at this event- 
ful day; and let his attention be 
specially directed to the follow- 
ing particulars. 

i. The grand requisite, in or- 
der to usefulness in the Church, 
is piety. Every religious parent 
will of course desire that his 
children may be pious; but how 
few, alas, are there, who labor, as 
well as desire, that their children 
may be converted to God. I 
know it is not within the power 
of man to confer a spiritual 
grace; but | also know, that the 
providence of God affords the 
most ample encouragement to 
parental exertions for the conver- 
sion and salvation of children. 
The value of a single soul, and 
that the soul of his child, must 
appear inestimable to a man of 
reflection, especially to a Chris- 
tian. At the present time, when 
multiplied exertions are making 
in the cause of Christianity, and 
maby more are yet to be made, 
it seems peculiarly desirable that 
the number of laborers in the 
good work should be increased. 
The Romans considered every 
father us a benefactor to the re- 
public, because he had contribu- 
ted to its power. How much 
more earnestly should the pious 
father and mother aim alter the 
happiness of training up for the 


Church a family of truly religious 
children. Parents should agon- 
ize in prayer for the spiritual 
renovation of their dear offspring; 
they should give precept upon 
precept; they should earnestly 
exhort their children while young 
and tender, laying before them 
the great inducements to a life 
of distinguished piety, which the 
present state of the world affords; 
they should consider the dan- 
gers, which, at the present day, 
threaten such as do not become 
early religious, and the aggrava- 
ted condemnation of those whe 
shall-finally perish, in this time 
of God’s peculiar manifestation 
of his power and grace. If all 
religious parents would assidu- 
ously, continually, and fervently 
pursue the course here recom- 
mended, is there not much rea- 
son to hope, that God would mer- 
cifully biess their efforts, and 
give a new heart. 

2. Chiidren should be edu- 
cated in a course of self-denial. 
Under this head I shall not be 
understood to countenance vol- 
uutary austeritics and mortifica- 
tions, suffered fer the sake 
of promoting self-righteousness 
and pride, but to insist upon a 
habit of surrendering personal 
enjoyments and gratifications, 
whenever an enlightened con- 
science pronounces the surren- 
der to be necessary. Every 
thing which would retard the 
pilgrim in his journey to the 
heavenly rest, or limit the ex- 
tent of his labors for his Savior, 
should be cheerfully relinquish- 
ed. ‘Too many professed Chris- 
tians have deceived themselves, 
rather than others, by a mere 
profession. ‘they have made 
the sum of religion to consist m 
around of formal duties, while 
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they remained under the entire 
dominion of selfishness and 
woridly passions. Possibly they 
have made long prayers, and 
have been able to converse tol- 
erably well on religion, while 
deaf to the calls of charity, and 
regardless of the great interests 
ef truth and godliness. Where 
there is no seif-denial, there can 
ée no real virtue. The whole of 
a child’s education should im- 
press upon him this fundamen- 
tal truth; and he should be ac- 
eustomed from his earliest years 
to make personal sacrifices for 
the good of others. He should 
feel that he lives not for himself, 
but for mankind. If disposed to 
pervert this maxim, and to neg- 
lect the small things within his 
reach, under pretence of doing 
gooa on a larger scale, he can be 
called back from his reverie by 
the reflection, that it requires no 
seif denial to do good on a large 
scale, in imagination only; while 
to discharge with fidelity the ev- 
ery-day duties of life requires 
great steadiness of principle, and 
may prove the existence of great 
love to God and man. It is thus 
that the Christian, though placed 
ina humble sphere, can do great 
things. By a life of prayer and 
self-denial; by a laborious and 
patient performance of the ordi- 
nary duties of his station, the 
plainest and most obscure Chris- 
tian may benefit many by his ex- 
ample, and more by his interest 
at the throne of grace. Such 
characters are especially needed 
nowe God has employment tor 
them, in accomplishing the great 
work of reforming the world. 
He has begun te build the wails 
of the spiritual city, and great 
must be the multitude of work- 
men while the grand design is 
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carrying into execution. Every 
person can do something; every 
person can do much. Let every 
one then engage with alacrity, 
and prosecute the labor allotted 
to him, till the great Architect 
shall release him from his pres- 
ent toils and dangers, and reward 
his perseverance by admitting 
him into heaven. But I am in- 
sensibly wandering from my sub- 
ject. If self-denial is essential 
to virtue, L trust no reasoning is 
necessary to prove that children 
should be early accustomed to 
deny themselves, and to yield 
every possession however dear, 
when the cause of Christ re- 
quires it. 

3. Children should be educat- 
ed in a course of habitual benefi- 
cence. Self-denial is prepara- 
tory to beneficence. The one 
furnishes the means of coing 
good; the other applies them. 
The great characteristic of our 
Savior while on earth was, that 
he went about doing good. It 
should be deeply impressed on 
the minds of the young, that this 
is the great thing for which in- 
telligent beings were made; that 
by doing good a resemblance of 
the glorious Creator is stamped 
upon the character; and that all 
other desirable possessions with- 
out this will ultimately prove of 
no value. 

A life of beneficence will be 
distinguished by two prominent 
traits, charity and activity. It 
may be useful to consider these 
traits separately. 

Charity should be taught sys- 
tematically, beth by precept and 
example. It should be consid- 
ered as an indispensable part of 
instruction and of practice; just 
aS really so, as truth, justice or 
industry. [tis as often command- 
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ed in the Scriptures, as any other 
duty whatever; it is not less 
necessafy to the Christian than 
any other duty; it is most amia- 
ble in its aspect, most cheering 
in its tendency, most blessed in 
its effects. Charity, by which I 
here mean the gratuitous appli 

cation of property and time to 
the relief of the temporal and 
spiritual wants of others, is a 
duty which truth obliges me to 
say has not been sufficiently un- 
derstood or practised by any part 
of the Christian world. Many 
are now awakening to a percep- 
tion of their duty; but the greater 
part, even of professors of reli- 
gion, continue to sleep on. Yet 
God has taken abundant pains to 
instruct men in the nature and 
extent of charitable claims. If 
the Levitical law had been given 
on purpose to designate and en- 
force claims of this kind, it could 
not have been more express and 
particular than it is. The whole 
New Testament supports, in re- 
gard to all mankind, the great 
principles of beneficence which 
the law of Moses had urged up- 
on the Israelites, throughout the 
code of their national polity. If 
a hation were toact unanimously 
on these principles, it would ex- 
hibit the highest degree of 
worldly prosperity, an universal 
freedom from poverty and want, 
and an universal practice of in- 
dustry and economy on the one 
hand, with a constant and humble 
dependence on God and a per- 
fect freedom from excess and in- 
temperance on the other. Such 
an exhibition will yet be made 
by all the nations of the earth, 
in the happy period which is vis- 
ibly approaching. ‘hat each re- 


ligious parent may do all in his 
rower to hasten the per tod al- 
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luded to, Jet him instruct his 
children that charity is to be 
performed with as much revue 
larity, promptness, and cheerful- 
ness, as any other duty of life. 
They should set apart a weekly 
or monthiy portion from their 
savings, or earnings, (as soon as 
they are able to save or earn any 
thing) for this purpose; and they 
should, if possible, be furnished 
with the opportunity of saving 
and earning, at an early age. 
They should see, inthe cheerful 
countenances of their parents, 
the joy experienced i in relieving 
want, and mitigating distress. 
They should be taught to dwell 
with pleasure on the many invi- 
tations to charity, which are pre- 
sented to the benevolent. No 
truly good object shouid they be 
allowed to consider as an in- 
truder, though their means 
should not permit them to give 
aid except to avery few. The 
portion Claimed for benevolent 
purposes they should see to bea 
valuable and important portion; 
not a mere trifle, utteriy insig- 
hificant when compared with 
their father’s income. They 
should be taught to value money 
principally as a mean of commu- 
nicating happiness; and tor this 
purpose they should be encour- 
aged to acquire, preserve, and 
expend it. The young may ea- 
sily be taught to practise charity, 
both by giving their money and 
spending their time for benevo- 
lent objecis. It is not difficult 
to make them understand with 
what temper, and from a regard 
to whose authority, these duties 
are to be performed. The mian, 
who habituates his child to take 
pleasure in doing good, especial- 
ly if God confers at the same 
time a truly benevolent dispost 
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tion, does more for the temporal 
happiness of the child, than if he 
left him heir to millions, with- 
out an inclination to use his 
wealth for the benefit of man- 
kind. Let it not be supposed, 
that I am urging upon all to give 
jarge sums in Charity, or to teach 
their children to do so. ‘That 
would be absurd and impossible. 
But all should devote an impor- 
tant portion of their means—a 
portion which cosis them time, 
or labor, or something which 
they value. The widow’s two 
mites teach more than could be 
fully detailed in a volume. 
Perhaps it will be said, that the 
course here recommended would 
exhaust the community by char- 
itable donations. Far from it. 
If this course were universally 
pursued, the community would 
be enriched in a manner hitherto 
unexampled in the world. I fall 
the poor exerted themselves to 
lay up money for charity, they 
would insensibly and before they 
were aware of it, emerge frem 
poverty. They would never be 
found in a grog-shop, or at the 
gaming table. The way, in 
which much of the money neces- 
sary to reform the world is to be 
procured, is by saving. More 
than fifty miilions of dollars, 
which have been annually wasted 
by the people of the United 
States for these ten years past, 
might have been saved, without 
abridging one rational enjoyment; 
and this enormous sum might 
have been employed in charity 
without diminishing the wealth 
of the country, or lessening the 
happiness of a single indiyidual. 
it would indeed have increased 
the happiness of many millions. 
The time is coming when these 
truths will be felt; Jet children 
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be taught to feel them now. The 
time is coming when the nun- 
berless miilions now squandered 
in debauchery, excess, and es- 
pecially in war, will no longer be 
perverted to fill this world with 
tears and blood, with agony and 
despair, and to people the world 
of perdition; let children be 
taught to act with a particular 
design to bring about~that time 
as quick as possible. 

On the activity which ought 
to pervade the life of a Chris- 
tian, surely little need be said. 
Shali he sleep at his post at stch 
a season as this? Shall he fold 
his hands, and idly gaze around 
in harvest time—-the harvest 
time of the world? Shall he ed- 
ucate his children to be specta- 
tors, lifeless spectators, rather 
than actors in the wonderful 
events of the present day? Ev- 
ery talent ought now to be em- 
ployed to the utmost. He that 
has the head to contrive, the 
tongue and the pen to persuade, 
or the hands to execute, should 
be on the alert, and make no com- 
promise with ease and indolence. 
No habit of honestly acquiring 
property, of instructing the i ig- 
norant, of admonishing the vi- 
cious, should be suffered to sub- 
side. The wisdom of age and 
the ardor of youth should form a 
holy cofnbination, and ail the 
powers and faculties of the body 
and mind should be dedicated to 
the grand design of reforming 
mankind, by producing in each 
circle of influence these good 
effects; which, if produced in ey- 
ery circle, would form the great 
consummation so often men- 
tioned. 

4. To piety, self-denial, and 
beneficence must be added 
courage. Bold must be the 
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man, and in the highest degree 
resolute and persevering, who is 
completely fitted to be the most 
useful at the present day. In 
order to instil suitable courage 
into the minds of the young, 
nothing will avail without a par- 
amount regard to the authority 
of God. Ina mind where such 
a regard exists, it will be prac- 
ticable to form a habit of disre- 
garding the opinions and max- 
ims of the world. The youth 
in our public seminaries of learn- 
ing should be especially gua‘d- 
ed on this head. They should, 
as far as possible, be made supe- 
rior to any temptation which 
ean be offered by a regard to the 
applauses or the votes of the 
people. Itis indeed to be most 
deeply lamented, that, in conse- 
quence of the depravity of man, 
the grand feature of an elective 
government should become the 
most universal and powerful 
means of corruption; and that 
the exertions of the wisest and 
the best of men should be so 
often limited, paralyzed and 
crushed, by the corrupt inilu- 
ence of the weakest and the 
worst. Such however is the 
fact. The only remedy, so far 
as human means are referred to, 
is to form a combination of able, 
independent, upright men, who 
are perfectly wiliing to torego 
all popular honors, for the sake 
of promoting the present and 
eternal happiness of their fellow 
creatures. Let me not be sup- 
posed to sanction under the 
name of courage, a proud, seif- 
sufficient disregard of tie feel- 
ings, vr even of the prejudices 
or vices, of the worid. ‘The 
courageous man may be ‘as con- 
ciliating in his manners, as in- 
eficusive in his deportment, as 


affectionate and mild in his tem- 
per, as can possibly be desired 
by any one; but he may not yield 
to a temporizing policy; he may 
not surrender the great interests: 
of virtue; he may not cease to 
defend them, for the sake of all 
the honors and rewards which 
the whole world could bestow. 
Let courage be added, then, to 
the list of necessary qualifica- 
lions on the part of the young, 
if they expect to serve God and 
their generation faithfully. 
ITintended to have added a 
few words, on the encourage- 
ments to such a course as is 
here recommended; but must 
defer them to another opporiu- 
nity. AGENOR. 


SOCIETY FOR INSTRUCTING THE 
POOR AND IGNOKANT. 


Tue following account of an association of 
gentlemen in one of our large cities, 
formed tor the purpose of instructing 
the poor and ignorant, was communi- 
cated in a letter to the Editor of the 
Panoplist; and is transeribed for inser- 
tion, as worthy of the consideration of 
benevolent persons in other similar 
places. 


Our Society was first formed 
with the general object of devis- 
ing plans of usefulness, and ex- 
eculing them, as tar as our 
means would enable us. At first 
it consisted of but few members. 
It has, however, been enlarged 
at different periods till the pres- 
ent time, when it consists of 
forty. 

Its attention was directed to 
the suburbs of the city, and for 
a while to the children of. the 
alms-house. In the suburbs 
prayer meetings were establish- 
ed with a view to give an oppor- 
tunity of social worship to thase 
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who would he otherwise desti- 
tute of the privilege. For the 
children in the alms-house a cat- 
echising school was formed, at 
which about sixty children were 
instructed in the principles of 
religion. At this school the mem- 
bers of the Society instructed 
in rotation; at the prayer-meet- 
ings we frequently had the as- 
sistance of the different clergy- 
men in the city, and at times the 
services of a preacher who was 
supported by the Society, aided 
by the donations of their fricnds. 
When we could not avail our- 
selves of the assistance of the 
clergy, the members of the So- 
ciety conducted these meetings. 

In the course of two years 
from the first formation of the 
Society, one of the prayer-meet- 
ings was relinquished in conse- 
quence of the building of a 
church, and the settlement of a 
minister in the immediate vicin- 
ity. The other prayer-meeting 
was not sufficient to call! into ex- 
ercise the active exertions of the 
members of the Society, and it 
became desirable to enlarge our 
pian ot proceedings. In imita- 
uon of the Evangelical Society 
ot Philadelphia, we turned our 
attention to the children of the 
suburbs, and with very little dif- 
ficuity succeeded in establishing 
five catechetical schools, to 
which for the last eighteen 
months we have principally con- 
fined our attention. At times 
we have had in the different 
schools as many as 600 children 
of both sexes; and as the num- 
ber has been continually chang- 
ing by trequent removals, and 
by the dismissal of those who 
have completed the course allot- 
ted tothem, we have probably 
given instruction toat least 1200 
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children in all. The greater 
part of these lad no other means 
of gaining religious knowledge. 

As an incitement to good con- 
duct and diligent application, 
Bibles, Tracts, and other books 
have been distributed among 
them, and we are convinced by 
thorough inquiry that in general 
these presents have been highly 
valued, and read with attention. 
Our custom has been to meet 
with them one afternoon in each 
week, and in addition to the 
Westminster and other cate- 
chisms, we have taught them 
Watts'’s Hymns and select pas- 
sages of Scripture. 

We are convinced from our 
experience and observation, that 
there is no object more worthy 
of the pious In populous places, 
than that which we have been 
pursuing. All laymen are capa- 
bie of teaching the catechism, 
whereas few comparatively have 
a suitable talent,.a sufficient con- 
fidence, to lead in mixed assem- 
blies for social worship. No re- 
marks are necessary to confirm 
the generally received opinion, 
that youthful minds are the most 
susceptible of impressions in re- 
ligion as in all other things. 

The free schools of New Eng- 
land, as well in the larger as in 
the smaller towns, furnish excel- 
lent opportunities for exertions 
of this kind: and the happiest 
effects might be expected trom 
the faithful efforts of a few men 
of zeal and judgment, in the 
different places where these 
schools are established. 

Among the benefits of these 
institutions, that of affording a 
favorable opportunity for the dis- 
tribution of Bibles and religious 
tracts is very considerable. ‘he 
recipients of these presents may 
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have the most important and 
plain passages of the Scriptures, 
and the most interesting tracts, 
adapted to their capacities and 
characters recommended to 
them; may have the importance 
of them urged; and may be ques- 
tioned as to their fidelity in at- 
tending to them: whereas in gen- 
eral, when a Bible, or a tract, is 
presented, the receiver is left to 
himself to select plain or intri- 
cate passages, or to negicct the 
rift altogether. 

As to the result of our exer- 
tions, I can only say, that we have 
felt ourselves greatly encourag- 
ed, in the serious attention and 
tender interest with which our 
instructions have been received. 
We feel confident, that, on the 
minds of many, impressions have 
been made, which will not be 
erased; and that some will be- 
come habituated to reflection, 
who otherwise would have been 
left totheir own corrupt desires, 
and to the baneful influence of 
corrupt examples. 

The consequences of general 
exertion for the moral and relig- 
ious improvement of the young 
in the lower walks of life would 
be equally interesting to the 
Christian and the patriot. Many 


RELIGIOUS COMMUN 


THOUGHTS ON THE LOSS OF NEAR 
RELATIVES. 


Ix this transitory worid, which 
is forcibly described as “a vale 
of tears,” we are often calied to 
mourn at the death of near 
friends. On these solemn oc- 
casions, our minds should be 


much employed in seeking to 
derive spiritual 


improvement, 
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thousands, now left to ignorance 
and corruption, would be train- 
ed up for useful citizens; and 
many, who now perish in igno- 
rance and vice, would be ransom- 
ed from the grave and made 
partakers of immortal felicity. 

Christians profess to be devot- 
ed to the cause of their Savior, 
and doubtless many are sincere 
in their profession. But why 
should the many opportunities 
of promoting the Savior’s cause 
be overlooked, or wilfully neg- 
lected, when if rightly improved 
they would not only be the 
means cf glorifying God, and 
doing good to men, but of ad- 
ding to the temporal enjoyment 
and celestial blessedness of 
those who thus turned them toa 
good account? 

The minds of the members of 
our different churches have been 
inuch drawn to this subject. 
Within afew months an associa- 
tion of the most respectable fe- 
males of the city has commenced 
the catechetical instruction of 
the children of the free school. 
They weekly instruct in the 
principles of religion about 900 
children, otherwise in general 
destitute of the means of Chris- 
tian knowledge. 


ICATIONS. 


and in suffering ourselves to be 
taught by the afflictive dispen- 
sations of God’s providence. The 
foilowing thoughts are offered 
to the particular consideration 
of mourners, at the same time 
that it is hoped they will not be 
useless to others. 


Christian Brethren, 
You have lest relatives and 
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friends, who were endeared to 
you by many kind offices, by a 
lone intimacy, and by the ties of 
blood and affection. They have 
been summoned away from this 
world, and have entered upon 
an unchangeable state. You 
remain a while on earth, and 
have duties to perform, one of 
the greatest of which is, to make 
a suitable use of your bereave- 
ment. On the topics hereafter 
stated, the writer has often dwelt 
aot without profit, as he hopes; 
and perhaps it is not too much to 
hope, that they may be profita- 
Dle to others. 

. One of the first and most 
natural inquiries, on the death 
ofa near connexion, is, How was 
the deceased affected while lhiv- 
ing by the intercourse of those 
who now survive? Or, to bring 
the inquiry home to each indi- 
vidual, how was he affected by 
his intercourse with me? Was 
he improved or injured, made 
happy or uncomfortable, by my 
conversation and example? Has 
my itfe, so faras he was affected 
by it, been of a nature calculated 
to jead him to heaven, or to pre- 


vent his going thuher? Did my 
isfaence tend ry inake him sel- 
fish, proud, worldly minded, and 
to alienate him ‘oat God, or to 


make htin disinteresied, humble, 
heavenlv-minded, and to unite 
him to his Maker and Redeem- 
er? He was my father. Was I 
obedient. faithful. and devoted 
to bis service, so far as that ser- 
vice was conformable to the law 
of God? He was my brother. 


Did I live with him inthe culti- 
vation of all that fraternal affec- 
tion, which is so desirable, which 
is so pressing a duty, between 
relatives in that near connexion? 


She was my mother. 
Vou. IX. 


Did IL ren- 
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der her that honor and love, that 
kindness and complacency, 
which the Scriptures require, 
and which are necessary to the 
happiness of a parent? She was 
my wife. Did I shew her that 
tenderness and love, in all the 
varying circumstances of life, 
to which she was entitled? Does 
my conscience reproach me in 
none of these things? Or, on the 
contrary, am I pricked to the 
heart when I call to mind the 
pecvish words, the unkind ac- 
tions, the bad examples, which 
have too much abounded in my 
conduct? How many hundreds 
of idle words, how many thous- 
ands indeed, do I wish had nev~ 
er been spoken? How much 
have I done and said, which I 
would give every thing in my 
power to have undone ‘she un- 
said. How gladly would I change 
my conduct, and repair, so far as 
might be possible, the evil ten- 
dency of my example, if the de- 
ceased could be restored to life. 
QO the responsibility of having 
eontributed to form an immortal 
soul an enemy to God, and te 
perpetuate that character in the 
person of one who was near te 
me, and who had every claim 
upon my benevolent wishes and 
efforts. If not so bad as is here 
described, yet how different has 
my conduct toward the deceased 
been, from what it ought to have 
been. How little ef my conver- 
sation has been employed upon 
religion; how much of it has 
been engrossed by the world. 
How little strength and encour- 
agement to a life of piety has 
my deceased friend derived from 
me; and how often has he been 
impeded and entangled in his 
course by my wayward, or at 
best wnprofitable,  inHuenes? 
21 
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How much good that I ought to 
have done have [ left undone? 
Into how many snares, which I 
might have avoided, have If fal- 
len? If I have a good hope con- 
cerning the spiritual state of the 
deceased, how thankful ought I 
to be, that my defects, and bad 
examples, have not availed to 
prevent his entering into life? 
Or if I can congratulate myself, 
(as some happy individuals may 
do,) that my uniform conduct, 
my unpremeditated words, my 
¢xhortations, my prayers, have 
been favorable to virtue and god- 
liness in those around me, how 
thankful ought I to be for such 
a distinguished privilege. More 
to be valued than all which this 
world can afferd is the consola- 
tion of having contributed to 
help an immortal soul forward, 
while agonizing to enter the 
strait gate; or of having strength- 
ened and comforted the weary 
pilgrim while walking in the 
narrow way. 

With what horror would the 
irreligious father, son, or hus- 
band, look back upon his influ- 
ence on the everlasting condi- 
tion ot his deceased relative, if 
he only had a proper view of the 
subject? How would he mourn 
day and night over abused privi- 
leges, and perverted influence. 
How would he shudder at the 
thought, that numberless oppor- 
iunities of doing good to one, 
whose future condition ought to 
Rave employed much of his at- 
tention, ure Jost for ever; that 
the injury done to the departed 
individual is irreparable. Fo 
such a person how is the vaiue 
of the soul enlianced; how. does 
every thing else dwindle and 
shrinkin the comparison. Let 
euch a person take warning by 
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the past, and be wiser hercafier. 
Let him seek the salvation of his 
own soul; and, should he become 
an heir of life, he will be ready 
to devote himself peculiarly to 
promoting the spiritual benefit 
of his surviving relatives. This 
naturally leads to another im- 
portant use to be made of the 
death of friends. 

2. Those, who have lost near 
relatives by death, should be 
quickened to the performance of 
all their duties to their surviv- 
ing friends. In this way their 
reffections on past negligence 
or indolence can be turned to 
good account. Unless this be 
done, they will become more 
hardened and negligent in fu- 
ture, and further removed than 
ever from exhibiting a holy and 
blameless example. If no com- 
punction is felt on acccunt of a 
bad influence exerted on those 
who are gone to their final au- 
dit; if no resolutions of amend- 
ment are formed over the graves 
of those whom we neglected to 
benefit when we had it in our 
power; we may well conclude, 
that we are given over, for the 
present at least, to the most de- 
plorable stupidity. 

Let us remember, my dear 
fellow immortals, that the time is 
short. We have no years, no 
months, not a day, to lose. Some 
of our friends have already gone 
to witness the realities of the 
eternal world; others will quick- 
ly follow. If we have dutics to 
perform, they must be perform- 
ed zow. ‘Lo defer them, is in 
effect to say that we choose not 
to perform them. Let us then 
ascertain our duties; particu- 
larly our duties to our friends 
and relatives; those duties which 
concern them as rational and 
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immortal beings; and let not a 
day pass over our heads without 
seeing thein performed. 

Many persons deceive them- 
selves with projects of future 
kindness and benevolence. But 
every future project, which is at 
variance with the present tenor 
of the projector’s life, is a delu- 
sive dream. Let no pleaofa 
more convenient season, or more 
ample means to be enjoyed here- 
after, satisfy him, who feels the 
weight of a present obligation. 
It is truce you may have more 
leisure to show kindness, and 
more means of beneficence, 
hereafter than at present; but 
that should not hinder you from 
doing all the good within the 
compass of your present means. 
It is no less true, that those to 
whom vou intend shewing fu- 
ture kindness may very probably 
soon be removed from all earth- 
ly friends; and that teo without 
ever experiencing those atten- 
tions which you actually intend- 
ed to bestow, but which death 
intercepted. 

When a person stands by the 
¢rave of an intimate friend, he 
is under the best circumstances 
to teel his obligations to surviv- 
ors, and to realize that he and 
they are beings made for etcrni- 
ty. Let this feeling be cher- 
ished till it becomes habitual, 
and influences the conversation, 
the pravers, and the life. When 
tempted to indulge in anger, In 
contempt, in unkindness, let 
each one stop himself with the 
question, Am I prepared to do 
an injury, perhaps a permanent 
injury, to an immortal being? 
O let me rather benefit the souls 
oi my fellow creatures, at what- 
ever personal inconvenience; let 
me perform all my relative du- 
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ties with exemplary strictness, 
so that the guilt of destroying 
the soul may not lie at my door. 

3. It will be useful for those 
who have been bereaved of near 
friends to contemplate the pres- 
ent condition of the deceased. 
How does the unembodied 
spirit look back from the con- 
fines of the eternal state, and re- 
gard the pursuits, the aims, the 
strife and bustle of this infatuat- 
ed world. What are the objects 
which possess a durable import- 
ance inthe view ofsuch a mind. 
How vain appear the riches, and 
all the envied distinctions of this 
mortal state! How odious appear 
the wars, the oppression and 
cruelty, the idolatry and super: 
Stition, the insensibility to eter- 
nal realities, the slanders and 
private injuries, the family con- 
tentions and groundless animosi- 
ties, which distract and torment 
the human race, and render the 
few years of life irksome and 
fullof anguish. How unreason- 
able and foolish now appear all 
the little jealousies, or more in- 
veterate prejudices and envies, 
which so often arise between 
good men. How wise and dig- 
nified now secms a kind, forgiv- 
ing, placable, peace-making 
temper, and how foolish seems 
the contrary. How grand and 
noble appear ail those charitable 
designs which have fortheir cb- 
ject the salvation of souls. How 
worthy of the most strenuous 
exertions, of engrossing the 
whole soul and impelling to the 
greatest possible activity, are the 
employments of preaching the 
Gospel, either to a stated charge 
in a Civilized country, or to the 
heathen; of giving pious instruc. 
tions to children; of superintend 
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ucating them in the fear of God; 
of making and executing salu- 
tary laws—such as promote gen- 
uine morality and true virtue—; 
ef mitigating the sufferings of 
the poor and sick; in short, of 
doing good on Christian princi- 
ples and with a just view of 
Christian responsibility. How 
elevated is the character of a 
true benefactor, in the hum- 
blest sphere; how despicable 
that of a tyrant and oppressor, 
though surrounded with myr- 
lads of servile flatterers, and at- 
tended by every imaginable cir- 
cumstance of pomp and gran- 
deur. 

4. Let mourners for deceased 
friends consider what will soon 
be their own situation. Soon, 
very soon, my friends, you too 
must leave the world, and your 
unembodied spirits will either 
enter into rest, or sink to perdi- 
tion. How will the world and 
your present pursuits appear to 
you then? You stand on the 
brink of the grave; are you 
aware of it? Do you realize ii? 
Are you prepared forthe change? 
Ask yourselves every morning 
and every evening, if you should 
act as you now do, if the next 
step were into the grave? If you 
answer in the negative, all is 
not right. Be wise; think of 
the value of your souls; aspire 
after heaven; flee from the 
wrath to come. A. B. 


PLAIN SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
No. IX. 
Matrruew VIII, 1~17. 
Various Readings. 


Verse 4. Griesbach supposes a 
different method ef spelling the 


proper name Moses, from that 
in the received Greek text, has 
nearly equal claims to be admit- 
ted; but this could not change a 
letter in English. 

V. 5. for Jeeus read he. 

V. 8. for sheak the word only, 
read only command with a word. 
The change in this place, is oc- 
casioned by putting the Greek 
noun which is translated word in 
a different case. The meaning 
is not altered in the slightest de- 
gree. 

V. 18. The word translated 
centurion as admitted by Gries- 
bach is of a different declension 
from that in the received text. 
This has no effect on the mean- 
ing. 

Not one of these proposed al- 
terations can change the mean- 
ing in the least. 


Dr. Campbell and the Improv- 
ed Version have given Sir in- 
stead of Lord, in the 2nd, 6th 
and 8th verses of this chapter. 
This translation appears to me 
to be an error of the very first 
importance; and directly contra- 
ry toa principle on which Dr. 
Campbell has repeatedly insist- 
ed with great force; viz. that a 
word of very extensive significa- 
tion should not be rendered by a 
word of a more limited, certainly 
not by a word of very limited, 
signification. The word here 
properly translated Lord, in the 
common version, like the Eng- 
lish word by which it is render- 
ed, has perhaps as ex_eusive an 
application as any word im the 
Greek or English languages. I 
say as extensive an affiltcation; 
for the meaning seems not to be 
various, in the immense variety 
of cases in which it is used. 
When a person, or a being, is 
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addressed by the appellation of 
Lord, the meaning is, that he, 
who is thus addressed, has the 
disposal of the favor asked, or 
has an authority and control over 
ethers, or a property in some- 
thing, in reference to which 
disposal, authority, control, -or 
property, the word Lord is used. 
So it is with the Greek word, 
which here occurs. Through- 
out the Septuagint it is used as 
the translation of the Hebrew 
Jehovah, because God is the 
Sovereign Disposer, the origi- 
nal Possessor and Ruler of all 
beings and events. In different 
passages of the Scriptures, the 
same word is applied to men in 
the characters of master, hus- 
band, and father, because men 
in those relations have an au- 
thority and contrel over their 
servants, wives, and children. 
The force of the word in each 
case isto be learned from the 
known character of the person, 
or being, addressed, or from the 
nature of the address itself. 
Thus, ifa man says, Lord have 
mercy ufion me, and forgive my 
sins, we know he is addressing 
God; because none but God can 
shew mercy in the manner in- 
tended nor can any other forgive 
sin. But when we heara servant 
say, as in Luke xii, 45, My lord 
delayeth his coming, we are at 
no loss to perceive that he is 
speaking of his earthly master. 
So when Mary used the same 
word, under the apprehension 
that she was speaking to the 
gardener, John xx, 15, she ac- 
costed him ‘as the person who 
had the direction of affairs in that 
inclosure, and who had, as she 
imagined, removed the body of 
her Savior. What I would infer 
from these observations is, that 
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the original word in question 
should be always translated by a 
word of like gcneral application; 
or, if some few exceptions 
should be allowable, they should 
be used in cases so clear that 
there is no danger of limiting 
the sense, and thus perverting 
it. The case last quoted, for in- 
stance, is so plain, that there is 
no danger of mistake tn transiat- 
ing the passage as our version 
has it. Similar cases occur in 
Mat. xiii, 27, and xxi, 32. But 
the cases in the passage under 
consideration are by no means of 
this class. Let us consider them. 

Previously to commencing 
this chapter, Matthew had used 
the word translated Lord in thir- 
teen instances. Inthe ten first, 
it is applied, as throughout the 
Septuagint, to Jehovah; in the 
eleventh, which is Mat. vi, 24, 
the meaning doubtless is, Wo man 
can serve two supreme Lords; 
in the other two, Mat. vii, 21, 
22, it is applied by our Savior 
to himself,as the Sufreme -/r- 
biter of life and death, as the 
final Judge of the human race. 
What propriety is there, then, 
in translating the very iext pas- 
Sages in which the word occurs, 
as though the leper, and the een- 
furion, considered ous Lord as 
amere man! The word in the 
original does not imply tiat 
those who used it received our 
Savior in the character of a mere 
man; but the word Sir does. Why 
not translate by the same woru 
in the preceding chapter thus: 
Not every one that saith untv 
me, Sir, Sir, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven? And, Alany 
will say unto me in thet dau, Sir, 
Sir, have we not pfrropihesied in 
thy name? This would indeed 


be intolerable; but whether the 
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same translation of the passage 
in question, is not equally un- 
warranted, the learned and can- 
did will do well to inguire. 

Perhaps we have no means of 
determining precisely in what 
light the leper and centurion 
viewed Christ; but it appears to 
me much more probable that 
they regarded him as God incar- 
nate, than asa mere man. My 
reasons are these: 

Our Savior had begun his min- 
istry with a general proclama- 
tion of the necessity of a moral 
change in the soul of man, be- 
fore he could be prepared for 
happiness; he had announced 
the approach of the kingdom of 
heaven; he had exerted an abso- 
lute contro] over the most incur- 
able diseases, thus performing 
divine ‘works, (such works as 
God only can perform,) without 
referring to any power superior 
to his own; he had taken the sta- 
tion of the great Law-giver of 
the universe; and had spoken in 
the most familiar manner of what 
he should do as the final Judge 
and Rewarder of mankind. Af- 
ter the sublime display of his 
perfections on the mount, he was 
soon intreated by the leper to 
perform a cure on him. It is 
hardly possible that the leper 
could have been ignorant of the 
surprising events justrecapitulat- 
ed. It is nearly certain, that his 
knowledge of these events 
prompted him to apply for a 
cure. How does he apply? He 
first worshiffped the Savior. I 
do not lay stress on the word 
worshifi, as certainly implying 
adoration. He expressed his pe- 
tition in a short but very sig- 
nificant manner; Lord, if thou 
qwilt, thou canst make me clean. 
Here is certainly an ascription of 


divine power; and the only ques- 
tion about it is, whether it was 
made ignorantly or knowingly, 
incorrectly or justly. Beyond 
all question, however, our Lord 
must have seen that divine pow- 
er was ascribed to him. Does 
he decline receiving that ascrip- 
tion? Does he inform the leper 
that any mistake had been com- 
mitted? On the contrary, he ac- 
knowledges the justice of the 
ascription, and exerts the power 
which had been ascribed to him, 
using the very words, with which 
the leper had chosen to express 
his petition: J will; de thou clean. 
Surely this was saying, in as for- 
cible a manner as language or 
conduct could sav, L do frossess 
the power which thou hast ascrib- 
ed to me,and I will excri it for 
thy benefit. 

Nor is the language of the 
centurion less conclusive. He 
professes his full confidence, 
that Christ bad a perfect control 
over every disease, and that by 
speaking the word he could head 
every malady, without regard to 
the inveteracy of the complaint, 
or the distance of the sufferer. 
The manner, in which this confi- 
dence was expressed, excited 
astonishment in the mind of 
our Savior, and called forth a 
warm encomium,—an encomi- 
um which implies, that the lan- 
guage of the centurion was in 
ne respect too strong or unqual- 
ified. Unless Christ had pos- 
sessed the power here ascribed 
to him, I cannot believe that he 
would have suffered the mis- 
takes of these suppliants to go 
uncorrected. If he actually pos- 
sessed the power, I sce no way 
to avoid the conclusion that he is 
truly divine. 

In order to ascertain with 
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some probability the precise 
view which the leper and others 
had of Christ, let us endeavor to 
make their situation our own. 
Let us suppose, that we were in 
expectation of the advent of a 
wonderful personage, a great 
prophet of God, to introduce a 
new dispensation of religion; 
and, if you please, that we were 
much in the dark with respect 
to the character of this dispensa- 
tion, and of him who was to in- 
troduce it. Suddenly he comes, 
in circumstances of great out- 
ward humiliation, but, as appears 
on inquiry, with unparalleled 
wisdom and energy. He per- 
forms miracles in his own name 
and by his own authority;—mir- 
acles which require as much 
power as is necessary to create 
aworld. He promulgates and 
explains the law of God as his 
own. Herepresents himself as 
saying to the wicked at the last 
day, £ never knew you; depart 
Srom me, ye that work tniqgut- 
ty. After all this, when appli- 
cations for healing are made to 
him on the express allegation 
that he possesses power over all 
diseases, he says, J will; be thou 
clean. Had we been present at 
these transactions, should we not 
have been ready to exclaim, 
‘Verily God has become incar- 
cate;’ and should we not have of- 
fered divine worship to the Sa- 
viorv? But why need I ask these 
questions’ Many enlightened 
Christians, perhaps a great ma- 
jority of the Christian Church, 
have come to the conclusions 
here stated from the account of 
these transactions alone. Pere 
haps no single passage of Scrip- 
ture has convinced more persons 
of our Savier’s divinity than his 
sermon onthe mount. Was it 
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less convincing to those whe 
heard, than to us who read it? 

I now revert to the original 
inquiry: What right has a trans- 
lator to circumscribe the mean- 
ing of the original? The word 
Lord gives the same latitude of 
explanation as the original; the 
word Sir is extremely limited. 
Let it not be supposed, that Dr. 
Campbell denied the divinity of 
our Savior; for he was evidently 
a believer in that doctrine. 

Ver. 11. Instead of sit down, 
the word recline, or the phrase 
recline at table, would have been 
preferable. Campbell has an ad- 
mirable criticism on the original 
words usually rendered ¢o sit at 
meat, or to sit down, the whole 
of which criticism, I should im- 
agine, would be acceptable to the 
readers of the Panoplist. The 
fact is, thatthe Jews and Rom- 
ans, in the time of our Savior, 
never sat at tabje, but were unl- 
versally placed at table in a re- 
cumbent frosture. This fact, 
which is not known to most 
readers of the English Bible, is 
necessary to be known in order 
to understand several passages in 
the narratives of the Evangel- 
ists. 


Doctrines. 


Ve are taught in this passage 
of Scripture, that when our Sa- 
vior came down from the mount, 
after his sublime discourse had 
been finished, vast multitudes 
followed him; vy. 1; that he cured 
a leper, with a word, receiving 
an ascription of divine power and 
exerting that power; v. 2, 3; that 
he commanded the vobservance 
of the ceremonial law, which re- 
lated to r-sto:ed lepers; v. 4; 
that on enteri:g Capernaum, he 
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sured of the palsy a servant of a 
centurion, receiving an ascrip- 
tion of divine power and exerting 
that power; v. 5—9, and 13; that 
he was astonished at the centu- 
rion’s faith, and pronounced it 
to be greater than any he had 
found, even among the Jews; 
y. 10; that many shall come from 
all parts of the world and be ad- 
mitted to the enjoyments of 
heaven with the blessed patri- 
archs who were already there; 
¥. 11; that many who had enjoy- 
ed great religious privileges on 
earth, partici alarly many of the 
Jews, will be shut out of heaven, 
and banished toa place of cheer- 
less gloom and extreme misery; 
v. 12; that he cured of a fever 
the mother of Peter’s wife,so that 
she immediately arose and serv- 
ed them; v. 14, 15; that when 
evening came, (it being the Sab- 
bath as appears from Mark i, 
21—32,) many were brought to 
him possessed of evil spirits, or 
malignant intelligent beings; v. 
16; that he cast out the evil spir- 
its, and healed the sick; and that 
he thus accomplished a prophe- 
sy of Isaiah; v. ¥7. 

Among the implied doctrines, 
which have not been already 
specified in this paper. are the 
following; that great humility at- 
tends great faith; v. 8; that our 
Savior was subject to human 
passions, and therefore was tru- 


ly man; v. 10; that no ray of 


spiritual light beams upon the 
muserable inhabitants of hell; v. 
i2; that malignant spirits not 
rm! ste but torment man- 
kind; v. 16; and that the miracles 
ot bediite which our Savior per- 
formed were illustrative of his 
vicarious sufferings and atone- 
ment. v.J7. PHILALETHES. 


P.S. Within a few days, [ 
have perused, in the General 
Repository, some animadver- 
sions on the numbers of Piain 
Scriture Readings which were 
contained in the Panoplist fo: 
February, March, and April 
last. Itis not my intention to 
discuss ail the objectionable 
passages in these animadver- 
sions; but only to notice a few 
things, which may serve as a 
specimen of the whole, and ena- 
ble the public to judge of the 
degree of credit due to these 
writers, whom, to avoid circu: 
locution, I shall call the Review- 
ers. It is not improper to men- 
tion, for the information of those 
who are not acquainted with the 
General Repository, that the 
character of that work Is evi- 
dently Scocinian, though not 
avowed}y so; and that it relies 
principaliy, unless { am a 
gether misiniormed, on Sccin 
an patronage, as It iS of “see 
openly disowned, and warmly 
disapproved, by a l.rg> portion 
of the liberal party. 

The occasion of the animad- 
versions alluded to, was the 
charge contained in my second 
number, that ‘the liberal party m 
Boston and the vicinity had ex- 
erted themselves much to obtath 
a circulation for the Improved 
Version.”* In he course ef the 
discussion, various passages if 
that and the succeeding num- 
bers, aS well as the Editorial 
Remarks in the Panoplist fcr 
April, come in for a share of no- 
tice. 

It will save me some trouble 
to state at the outser, that the 
Reviewers, in the course of their 
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observations, warmly recom- 
mend the Improved Version; 
and that in the first paragraph 
they have the following senten- 
ces: “For ourselves, we consid- 
er the charge simfly stated, 
whether true or not, as perfectly 
harmless. In our opinion, it 
even gives those, against whom 
itis made, atitle to praise. We 
certainly therefore have no in- 
tention of repelling it, theugh 
we are somewhat morc than 
doubtful of its correctness.’’* 

When I made the charge here 
referred to, I certainly believed 
it to be simply stated; nor do [| 
see cause to alter that opinion. 
It is surely very intelligible; it 
is not connected with any other 
charge; and there is nothmg 
which detracts from its simplici- 
ty; unless the reasons urged to 
support it may be supposed to 
partake of that character. But I 
had always imagined, that to 
state a charge without facts and 
arguments to support it, would 
be more censurable, than to ex- 
hibit with the charge the reasons 
which authorized the writer to 
make it: and I cannot but sur- 
mise, in reference, to the case 
before me, that if the facts and 
arguments had been less weighty 
and conclusive, the indignation 
of the Reviewers would have 
been less bitter, and their irrita- 
tion less visible. 

A serious charge is brought 
against a passage in Plain Scrip- 
ture Readings which states, that 
the editors of the Improved Ver- 
sion “have expunged from the 
word of God the passages in 
question,” whereas, in the opin- 
ion of the Reviewers, these 
‘passages are not decidedly 
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condemned as spurious. The 
note concerning each begins 
only with saying, that it is “of 
doubtful authority.” All that 
appears from these notes is, that 
the editors considered these pas- 
saves as frrodadly interpolated It 
is the expression of this opinion, 
and this solely, which is made the 
eround of charging them witha 
wilful mutilation of Scripture.”f 

It was stated in Plain Scrip- 
ture Readings that these passa- 
ges were expunged; and uniess 
I can conyince the reader, that 
they ere expunged, so far as the 
editors could expunge them, I 
consent to be taken for the au- 
thor of a hasty unsupported 
charge. Let it be remembered, 
however, that I dwelt quite as 
much on the alleged probability 
that these passages are spurious, 
as on the fact that they were 
actually expunged. 

The editors of the Improved 
Version begin their note on the 
firs: chapter of Matthew by 
saying, “The remainder of this 
chapter, and the whole of the 
second, are printed In Italics, as 
an intimation that they are of 
doubtful authority.” The editors 
hext proceed to argue trom the 
tesuumony of Epiphanus, and 
add, “Ii it be true, as Luke re- 
lates, chap. 11, that Jesus 
was entering upon his thirtieth 
year (see Wakefield’s transla- 
tion) in the fifteenth vear of the 
reign of Tiberius, he must have 
been born two years at least af- 
ter the birth of Herod.a circum- 
stance which alone invalidates 
the whole story.” Do the edi- 
tors here leave it doubtful, 
whether the whole story is inval- 
idated? All admit that Luke re- 
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lates the truth in the passage 
referred to. The editors make 
Luke affirm, (what by the way 
he does not affirm,) “that Jesus 
was entering upon his thirtieth 
year in the 15th year of the reign 
of Tiberius;” and then say, ‘if 
this be true, itis a Circumstance 
which alone invalidates the whole 
story. Let it be observed, that 
the editors have endeavored to 
defend their interpretation of 
the passsge in Luke, witha view 
to this very conclusion, in their 
note on that passage. Every 
man of common understanding 
can easily determine whether the 
above positive inference does 
not exjunge the whole story, so 
far as the editors couid ex- 
punge it. 

Again; the editors say; “If this 

account be true, the proper 
name of Jesus, according to the 
uniform custom of the Jews, 
would have been Jesus of Beth- 
lehem, not Jesus of Nazareth.” 
Now we know, that the desig- 
nation of our Savior was Jesus of 
Nazareth, and mot Jesus of Beth- 
lehem, and therefore we are 
taught by these editors to tofer, 
that ‘the account In question Zs 
not true.” Whether an account, 
which is represented as no/ true, 
is thus expunged from the Bible, 
or not, 1 shall not detain the 
readers of the Panopiist to in- 
guire. 

The editors also say, in the 
same note, that “some of the 
facts have a fabulous appearance, 
and the reasoning from the 
prophecies of the Oid Testa- 
went is inconclusive.” And 
they close their note by saying, 
“The account of the miracuious 
conception of Jesus was proba- 
bly the fiction of some early 
Gentile convert, who hoped by 
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elevating the dignity of the Foun- 
der, to abate the popular preju- 
dice against the sect.” It may 
be remarked here, that the 
frobability mentioned in the last 
quotation relates most naturally 
to the question, whether the pas- 
sage was the fiction of some 
early Gentile convert, or of some 
other person: and it is presum- 
able, that the editors would not 
talk of probability, as to the gen- 
uineness of the passage, after 
the assertions above quoted. 

The substance of the note 
here under discussion is as fol- 
lows: The editors begin with in- 
timating that the passage is 
of doubiful authority; they ad- 
mit that it is contained in all 
manuscripts and versions extant; 
they argue its spuriousness 
from the reported state of the 
Gospel of the Ebionites; they as- 
sert, that if Luke speaks the 
truth, (and they admit that he 
does,) his narration invalidates 
the whole story; they allege, that 
the facts have a fabulous appear- 
ance, and that the reasoning is 
inconciusive; they wish us to 
conclude, that the account can- 
not be true, because Christ was 
called Jesus of Nazareth; and 
they close with a conjecture as 
to the probable writer of the 
passage, which, if they are to be 
credited, had previously been 
proved to be a ficilon. 

In regard to the two first 
chapters of Luke, the editors 
pursue nearly the same course. 
They begin by saving, that these 
chapters, (excepting the four 
first verses of the first,) are 
printed in Italics “as an indica- 
uion that they are of doubtful 
authority: for though they are 
to be found in ali manuscripts 
and versions which are now ex- 
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tant, yet the following consider- 
ations have induced many +to 
doubt whether they were really 
written by Luke * They then 
proceed to state six heads of ar- 
gument, most of them frivolous 
in the extreme, as reasons for 
doub'ing. Among these reasons 
are the following: 

“1, The Evangelist express- 
ly affirms, that Jesus had com- 
pleted his thirtieth year in the 
15th year of the reign of Tiberi- 
us.” After arguing from dates 
and facts, they add, “Herod 
therefore must have been dead 
upwards of two years before 
Christ was born. A fact which 
invalidates the whole narration.” 
Herod must have been dead, say 
the editors, and this is a fact 
which invalidates the whole nar- 
ration. One would think this is 
acurious reason for doubsing; 
although, if well-founded, it is 
an ample reason for rejecng 
the passage aitogther. Again: 

“4, [fthe account of the mirac- 
ulous conception of Jesus be 
true, he could not be the offspring 
of David and of Abraham; from 
whom it was predicted, and 
by the Jews expected, that the 
Messiah should descend.” Now 
we knuw, and these editors do 
not deny, that Christ was the off- 
spring of David and of Abra- 
ham; the inference is, so far as 
any credit is attached to their 
reasoning, that the account of 
the miraculous conception can- 
not be true, and, therefore, that 
the passage which contains 
it must be spurious. At the 
close of their six heads of argu- 
ment, they say, “There are many 
other circumstances in the story 
which wear’an improbable and 
fabulous aspect.” They also 


refer the reader to their “note 
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upon the two first chapters of 
Matthew.” 

A word, in passing, on the 
care and accuracy of ‘hese anno- 
tators. In their note on Mat- 
thew, they express themselves 
thus: “If it be true, as Luke re- 
lates, chap. iti, 23,that Jesus was 
entering ufion his thirtieth year,” 
in the 15th of Tiberius, &c. In 
their note on Luke, they say; 
“Phe Evangelist expressly af- 
firms, that Jesus had completed 
his thirtieth year in the fifteenth 
year of Tiberius Cesar, chap. ii 
1, 23." ‘These men must have 
had poor memories. When 
they had advanced as fur as Luke, 
they seem to have forgotten 
what they said on Matthew, 
though in the latter note they 
refer the reader io the former. 
Certuin it is, that these notes do 
not stand well side by side, as 
they are both expressed with 
the most undoubting positive- 
ness; and it is not less certain, 
that neither of them is correct, 
as Luke affirms neither the one 
thing no: theother. But to re- 
turn from this digression: 

Have the editors expunged 
these passages from the Scrip- 
tures? | have ho hesitation in de- 
Claring that they Aave; and have 
no doubt, that ninety-nine out of 
a hundred, throughout the whole 
literary and Christian world, 
would unite in the declaration. 
It is no violent figure to Say, 
that an author has expunged a 
passage from a book, when he 
has declared his belief that the 
passage is Spurious; especially 
if he States that the passage 
must be spurious. When I take 
up a statute book, and read, at 
the close of an act of the Legis- 
lature, 7his daw has bcen repeal. 
ed, I should fee! mvself war: ant. 
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ed to say, This law is expunged 
from the statute book: nor 
would it be necessary to exam- 
ine, whether the law was print- 
ed in Roman, or Italic, or black 
letier, or enclosed in brackets. 
So far as credit was due ¢o the 
fublishing committee, the law 
would be just as much expung- 
ed, in the authorized use of that 
word, as if it had been omitted 
altogether. In the case before 
me, the editors of the Improved 
Version have just as really ex- 
punged the passages In ques- 
tion, as if they had left them out 
of the book. They printed them 
in Italics; the American publish- 
er printed the first in brackets; 
but whether the matter of the 
brackets troubled his conscience, 
or not, when he came to Luke 
neither Italics nor brackets were 
used. The American publish. 
er is certainly entitled to all the 
praise of baving printed these 
passages in a different letter 
from that used by his trans-atlan- 
tic friends; but frdm this praise 
there must be adrawback, I fear, 
onthe score of a want of liber- 
ality, it being probably rather 
more liberal to print the passa- 
ges in Italics, than otherwise. 
It may be acurious question of 
typography, whether Italics, or 
brackets, are the most powerful 
engines; but it is a question 
with which I intend not to inter- 
meddle. For myself, I shall al- 
ways feel authorized to say, that 
any man has expunged a pas- 
sage from the Scriptures, so far 
as he is able to do it, when he 
has declared, directly or indirect- 
ly, that the passage is spurious. 

Were it not for fear of being 
tedious, I would make a few ob- 
servations on the note of the ed- 
iiors upon the first verse of 


Matthew. I will now only quote 
the concluding words. “If,” say 
they, “the gencalogy be genu- 
ine,” (as they allow it to be) this 
narrative” [of the miraculous 
conception] “MUST BE SPURI- 
ous.” 

But what is to become of the 
acccuracy of the Reviewers; 
men who are perpetually boast- 
ing of their own candor and 
caution, and speaking in the 
most contemptuous terms of the 
characters and attainments of 
their opponents? These Review- 
ers have said, as quoted above, 
that the passages in question 
“are not decidedly condemned 
as spurious;” and that “‘ad/ that 
appears from these notes is, that 
the editors considered these pas- 
sages as frrobably interpolated.” 
True, as they say, the editors 
begin by declaring the passages 
to be of doubtful authority. But 
why do not the Reviewers tell 
their readers how the editors 
frroceed, as wel] as how they de- 
gin? Or rather, why have the 
Reviewers stated the fact as be- 
ing directly the reverse of what 
it is? This is not only a palpable 
egregious error, an error which 
palms upon the reader a fla- 
grant misrepresentation, (wheth- 
er intentionally, or not, the Re- 
viewers must say,) but it is also 
an error of fundamental conse- 
quence to the subject under 
discussion. The writer of Plain 
Scripture Readings was charged 
with having asserted, that the 
editors of the Improved Ver- 
sion had expunged the passages 
in Matthew and Luke; whereas, 
say the Reviewers, these passa- 
ges “are not decidedly condema- 
ed as spurious.” And _ that 
there might be no apparent 
want of deliberation or solemni- 
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ty, the Reviewers add with the 
most perfect explicitness; ‘Ad 
that afifears from these néetes is, 
that the editors considered these 
passages aS PROBABLY interpo- 
lated.” Now it does appear 
from these very notes, that the 
editors have formed no less than 
four frositive conclusions, in 
which they evidently wish their 
readers to concur, all amounting 
in substance to this, that the ac- 
count of the miraculous concep- 
tions cannot be true; and in 
another note, on the page next 
preceding that, which contains 
the note alluded to in Matthew, 
they say; “The eighteenth 
verse’ ll of chap. i, ] “begins anew 
story, which continues to the 
end of the second chapter. This 
could not have been written by 
the author of the genealogy, for 
it contradicts his design, &c.’’ 
And they close this note by con- 
cluding that “this narrative 
MUS? BE SPURIOUS.” Nowifa 
more charitable construction can 
be put upon the conduct of the 
Reviewers, than that they either 
never read the notes, concerning 
which they make so unqualified 
an assertion, or never understood 
them, or cared not for the accu- 
racy of their assertion, or design- 
edly imposed a very important 
misrepresentation upon their 
readers, I desire to know what 
that construction is, that I may 
adopt it. ‘This charitable con- 
struction, (if such a one there 
be,) they are bound to furnish; 
and in order to do so, they must 
prove, unless I am mistaken, 
that to zavalidate a whole story 
means no more than to sav 7¢ 78 
jirobably interfiolated; that to say 
an account CANNOT? be true, is 
no more than to say it frodadly 
?s not trues; and to affirm that a 





narrative must be shurious, is the 
same thing as to say, that the 
passage which contains it is of 
doubtful authority. To this 
task I leave them. 

I should not have spent so 
much time on the above-quoted 
assertion of the Reviewers, had 
it not been of prime importance 
in the critique before me; had it 
not been a palpable error in a 
clear case, and a fair specimen 
of the gross blunders, which the 
same class of reviewers have 
been accustomed to commit, 
whenever they have entered at 
any length upon questions of 
criticism and religious contro- 
versy. 

Another specimen of the ac- 
curacy of the Reviewers is to be 
found in the following sentence: 
“And in another place he” [the 
writer of Plain Scripture Read- 
ings| “quotes, as applicable to 
them,” [the editors of the Im- 
proved Version, | “the curse re- 
corded at the close of the Apoc- 
alypse, against those who should 
take away from the words of that 
book; a curse which by no very 
uncemmon mistake among the 
illiterate, he seems to understand 
as having had direct reference 
to all the books which compose 
the Christian Scriptures.’’* 

I certainly did understand the 
curse at the close of the Apoca- 
lypse, as having Cuthoritative 
reference to all the parts of the 
Bible; and Iso understand it still. 
As to the fact of my being il/it- 
erate, itis a fact of very smali 
moment In itself, though, to be 
sure, a fact which is beyond all 
question to be taken for granted, 
as it comes within the sweep of 
a certaln position, which has 
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been of late years uttered a 
thousand times by the wisest 
men in the world, and to doubt 
of the truth of which would be 
extreme folly and downright 
contumacy; which position, 
though expressed in a great va- 
riety of forms, is substantially as 
follows: That all who ofifose 
the views, designs, and conclu- 
sions, Of the liberal pfrarty in 
Boston and the victnity, are to 
be thenceforward taken and ad- 
judged to be not only illiterate, 
but in the highest degree igno- 
rant, ferverse, and stupid. <As 
for myself, therefore, I cannot 
gainsay the charge of being i//ir- 
erate; but I have looked into 
about ten commentators, not one 
of whom, probably, ever heard 
of the said liberal party, and not 
one of whom can with propriety 
be called illiterate. With a sin- 
gle exception, they understand 
the curse, as I represented it. 
Should I be favored with leisure 
for the purpose, I intend to make 
further search as to the meaning 
of the passage in question; and 
as the subject is important, the 
result of my inquiries may pos- 
sibly be worthy of being perus- 
ed by the readers of the Pano- 
plist. However that may be, I 
dismiss this topic for the pres- 
ent. 

The Reviewers 
that the Eclectic Review is a 
work decidedly Calvinistic. Itis 
to. be regretted, that they did 
not tell us on what authority 
this assertion is made. I have 
read maby articles in that work, 
and have never found a single 
passage, that warrants such an 
assertion; though I have found 
several passages, which express- 
ly deny that the work is Calvin- 
‘etic, and expressly announce, 


inform us, 
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that it is to be neutral in regard 
to the Calvinistic and Arminian 
controversy. Till the Reviewers 
shall produce some passages to 
justify their opinion, they must 
pardon me for believing, that 
they are little acquainted with a 
work which they so promptly 
characterize. 

The assertion*® that the writer 
of the articie on the Improved 
Version, in the Eclectic Re- 
view, is a Calvinist, stands equal- 
ly unsupported. It appears that 
the Reviewers mean to rely on 
the article itself for the proof of 
this assertion. I would thank 
them to point out the passage in 
that article from which it ap- 
pears that the writer was a Cal- 
vinist. Not that this matter 
has much importance attached 
to it, except a$ it indicates the 
degree of credit, which is due 
to the random declarations of the 
Reviewers. 

But it seems I have grievously 
offended by saying, that the pas- 
sages in Matthew and Luke, 
were rejected fotally without ev- 
idence. The Reviewers have 
produced no evidence for the 
rejection of these passages. 
The opinion of Michaelis will 
not surely be brought forward 
as evidence; nor are certain dif- 
ficulties in the minds of the Ec- 
lectic Reviewers entitled to that 
character. The state of the case, 
as to the disputed passage in 
Matthew, (and the authenticity 
of that in Luke is not less clear- 
ly established,) is admirably 
stated by Dr. Magee, in his 
great work on the Atonement, 
as follows: 


“How then stands the evidence upon 
the whole? The Syriac Version, which is 
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one of Apostolical antiquity, and the 
Old Italic, both contain the two chapters. 
Ignatius, the only Apostolical Father, 
who had occasion to make reference to 
them, does so. The Sibylline oracles do 
the same. Justin Martyr does the same. 
Celsus, the bitter enemy of the Christian 
fuich, docs the same. Hegesippus, a He- 
brew Christian, does the same. Irenzus, 
and all the fathers who succeed him, it is 
aimitted on all hands, dothe same. And 
the chapters are at this day found in every 
mai wuseript aud every version of the Gos- 
pel of St. Matthew which is extant 
throughout the world. Thus we have 
one continued and unbroken series of tes- 
timony from the days of the Apostles to 
the present time; and, in opposition to 
this, we find only a vague report of the 
state of a Hebrew copy, of St. Matthew’s 
Gospel, said to be received amongst an 
obscure and unrecognized description of 
Hebrew Christians, who are admitted, 
even by the very writers who claim the 
support of their authenticity, tohave mu- 
tilated the copy which they possessed, by 
removing the genealogy—I should not 
have dwelt so loug upon a subject, which 
is at this day so fully ascertained as the 
authenticity of the first two chapters of 
St. Matthew’s Gospel, did it not furnish a 
fair opportunity of exhibiting t! 1e species 
of evidenee, which Unitarian Critics are 
eapable of resisting; and the sort of argu- 
ments, with which they do not scruple to 
resist it.” pp. 501, 502. 


This summary of the evidence 
is made by Dr. Magee after a 
careful and elaborate examina- 
tion of all the testimony in the 
case; and let it be remembered 
that Dr. Magee is a scholar, 
whose profound learning, patient 
research, and strong reasoning 
powers, will not suffer by a com- 
parison with the attainments of 
any man living. In his hands 
Mr. Belsham, and the whele 
Unitarian school, appear like 
children, scarcely a yard high, 
in the grasp of a giant. Wheth- 
erthe vague report, so justly 
described by such a writer, Is to 
be considered as evidence, in op- 
position to the unanimous con- 
sent of manuscripts, versions, 
aid an apostolical father, the 
reader may easily determine. 


The Reviewers have institut- 
ed a comparison between the 
Improved Version of the sec- 
ond chapter of Matthew and our 
common version. I see no oc- 
casion to change the opinion be- 
fore expressed, in relation te 
that chapter.* All that has been 
urged by the Reviewers, with 
any plausibility, had been con- 
sidered before I expressed that 
opinion. They are greatly mis- 
taken in supposing, that I should 
be ready to bring forward all the 
plausible objections against what 
I deemed erroneous transiations 
in the Improved Version of that 
chapter. Nothing couid be fur- 
ther from my design. Sucha 
course would have prolonged the 
discussion to an extent, which 
would have excluded my com- 
munication from tne Panoplist. 
I'cr the same reason, as well as 
for others, I shall not now en- 
ter upon such a course. 

On the whole, though I have 
omitted noticing many topics, 
which merit animadversion, it js 
with the most perfect satisfac- 
tion that I leave the public to 
judge between the Reviewers 
and myself. 


EDITORIAL REMARKS. 


Arter concluding the discus- 
sion, to which Philalethes has 
replied in the preceding para- 
graphs, the Reviewers Danie. 
scend to notice the Editorial re- 
marks in the Panuplist for April. 
A brief reply is all that will be 
necessary. 

Early in this part of their dis- 
cussion, the Reviewers say, 
“Whether the editor prove his 
point or not,is to us a matter 
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of utter indifference.”* The 
foint here intended 1s justly de- 
scribed to have been, ‘to support 
the correspondent of the Pano- 
plist in the assertion, that the 
liberal party in Boston and the 
vicinity have obtruded the Im- 
proved Version on the World, 
and exerted themselves much 
to procure its circulation.’ From 
the temper discovered by the Re- 
viewers, we should apprehend 
it to be far from a matter of in- 
difference with them, whether a 
point were . proved, which, if 
proved, would justify, as we 
think, every thing which was 
said of the liberal party by our 
correspondent. If the Review- 
ers have insinuated a charge of 
falsehood against us without the 
slightest foundation for it, as 
we shall presently show that they 
have, one would think it could 
hardly be a matter of indiffer- 
ence to them, whether the pages 
of the Panoplist were complete- 
ly vindicated from a charge of 
slander vehemently urged, or 
were still obnoxious to the 
charge. In short, the bitter and 
hostile spirit discoverable in al- 
most every page of their com- 
munication looks like any thing 
else, rather than like that indif- 
ference, which they take so 
much pains to affect, and with 
so little success. 

The facts which were stated, 
in our number for April, with a 
view to prove the foint, concern- 
ing which the Reviewers are so 
perfectly indifferent, are sneer- 
ingly called by them “silly, gos- 
siping stories,’’+ and the person 
from whom they suppose the 
facts to have been derived, is ce- 
scribed as one, “who went about 
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to collect the stories,” and “the 
collector of these stories.”’{ Our 
readers will call to mind on 
what occasion the facts, here 
contemptuously denominated 
stories, were stated. A charge 
of slander was made against the 
Panoplist, by certain members 
of the Boston Association, on ac- 
count of the patronage alleged, 
by a writer in our pages, to have 
been extended by the liberal 
party to the Improved Version. 
This allegation was strenuously 
denied; and the charge of slan- 
der was directed, as it is proper 
now to state, to a gentleman 
present, a known friend of the 
Panoplist. When that gentleman 
declined the responsibility which 
seemed to be implied by direct- 
ing the charge to him, and at 
the same time, gave strong as- 
surances of his conviction, that 
no injury had been intentionally 


done to any man, or body of men, 


in the Panoplist, and that if any 
thing had been inadvertently 
published in that work calculat- 
ed to make an injurious impres- 
sion on the minds of readers, the 
error would be rectified, he 
was referred to Mr. Wells for 
information on the subject by the 
very persons who made the 
charge. When thus referred to 
Mr. W. common politeness, and 
more especially a regard to the 
interests of truth, required that 
he should make use of the ref- 
erence. Ata convenient time; 
therefore, he did inquire of Mr. 
W.; and the latter gentleman 
has given some account of the 
interview in a letter, which is 
published by the Reviewers, as 
a part of their communication. 
No human being would have im- 
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agined, we think, that an inquiry 
made of Mr. W., in consequence 
of a recommendation from the 
persons complaining of an inju- 
ry, would be perverted, by the 
friends of these very persons, to 
stigmatize the gentleman who 
made the inquiry, as a flerson 
who went about to collect stories. 
Yet this single inquiry is the 
only circumstance which could 
have given occasion to such an 
attempt to fix a stigma; for no 
Other inquiries were made by 
that gentleman, and no facts 
were published in consequences 
of that inquiry, except the fact 
in relation to the hundred cop- 
ies,* which Mr. W. related 
without being asked, and which 
was entirely new to the gen- 
tleman alluded to. After Mr. 
W. had mentioned the fact of 
the hundred copies being im- 
ported by a single person, and 
that he supposed a part of this 
hundred were sold at the sale of 
a deceased clergyman’s library, 
he was asked, /Jivho was the im- 
forter? to which question he re- 
plied with a smile, “I won’t tell.” 
If Mr. W. had related to his 
friends the Reviewers the whole 
that passed at the interview, 
they would have been saved the 
expression of much wonder at 
‘our convenient degree of knowl- 
edge, and} convenient degree of 
ignorance.’t| When Mr. W. was 
asked, who the importer of the 
hundred copies was, he was not 
urged to tell, nor was the gen- 
tleman who made the inquiry, 
at all anxious to know. Of 
course, he did not know, or sus- 
pect, who the gentleman was, 
till he learned by seeing the 
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said importer of the hundred 
copies ostentatiously lugged by 
the head and shoulders into the 
last Repository, for the double 
purpose of making an awkward 
encomium on him, and bringing 
forward a dark, insidious, and 
ungentlemanly attack on the 
person who made the inguiry; 
an attack which had no imagin- 
ble connexion with the subject 
under discussion, and which was, 
in every view of it, perfectly 
gratuitous and wanton, besides 
laboring under the incureable 
defect of being unsupported by 
truth.. This attack, and one con- 
tained in a preceding number 
of the Repository, will be notic- 
ed by the gentleman attacked, in 
such time and manner as he 
thinks fit, if he deems them 
worthy of any notice at all. In 
the mean time, we shall not pay 
his character so poor a compli- 
ment, as would be implied by 
foisting into our pares a high- 
ly wrought encomium, which 
would have no tonnexion with 
our subject. 

We now come to an insinua- 
tion to which we have more than 
onege alluded, and which is ex- 
pressed as follows: “In some of 
the stories produced by the edi- 
tor of the Panoplist, there ap- 
pears to be aconvenient degree 
of knowledge, and a convenient 
degree of ignorance.” If by this 
sentence the Reviewers do not 
mean to insinuate, that our de- 
clarations were reguiated by a 
regard to what would suit our 
purpose, and not by a regard to 
truth, there is neither point nor 
force in the sentence; and if this 
is their meaning, we have not 
the least doubt that our readers, 
and the public generally, will 
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uhite with us in despising the 
insinuation and its authors. We 
stated, in our number for A pril,* 
that a gentleman had imported 
a hundred copies; and we then 
expressly affirmed, that we did 
not know who the gentleman 
was. Had we ‘known who the 
gentleman was, the above affir- 
mation would have been a di- 
rect falsehood. We did not 


even suspect the gentleman 


pointed out in the Repository, 
nor did any idea of him once en- 
ter our’mind. How should it? 
The only information we had of 
the hundred copies came with- 
out solicitation from Mr. Wells 
himself, and he expressly refus- 
ed to tell who the importer of 
them was. 

Possibly the Reviewers will 
say, that they did not mean to in- 
sinuate that we were guilty ofa 
direct falsehood; but that they 
intended, as seems to be after- 
wards implied, to let the charge 
rest upon the person whom they 
denominate “the collector of the 
stories.” The fact is, however, 
that the insinuation lies in their 
pages against both. But wheth- 
er the Reviewers intentionally 
directed it against both, or eith- 
er, is immaterial. In either case, 
it is perfectly groundless; and is 
here noticed only as an instance 
of their candor, in harboring and 
publishing a malignant insinu- 
ation totally without evidence. 
Although we did not know who 
the gentleman in question was, 
we thought ourselves justified 
in saying, that we had no very 
serious doubts whether he be- 
longed to the liberal party or not. 
Our reasons were stated to be 
“the nature of the fact itself,” 
and ‘the fact that a part of these 

* p. 503. 


very copies were probably de- 
posited for distribution with a 
clergyman of the liberal party.’ 
We might have added, that all 
our information came from Mr. 
Wells, a member of that party- 

The Reviewers say, that the 
story, ‘the relation of which be- 
gins at the bottom of the last 
column of the 503d page of the 
Panoplist; they have accidentally 
received assurance, from the 
best authority, is not correctly 
related.” As they have not 
pointed out the incorrectness to 
which they refer, we can only 
say, that we assert, from the 
best authority, that the relation 
in dispute is substantially, and 
we believe it to be verbally, cor- 
rect. 

We seize this occasion to cor- 
rect an error of the press but 
lately discovered in the Editori- 
al article in the Panoplist for 
April. Toward the bottom of 
p- 505, for “completely learned” 
read “competently learned.” 

In regard to the silence of the 
Anthology respecting the Im- 
proved Version, after it had 
been formally taken up as an ar- 
ticle to be reviewed, the Review- 
ers say, “that the editor of the 
Panoplist has forgot to state to 
his readers, that the review of 
Griesbach alone was completed 
only in the very last number of 
the Anthology which was pub- 
lished.” We merely ask the 
Reviewers, whether they have 
not forgotten to state, that the 
three works, of which Gries- 
bach was one, and the Improved 
Version another, were taken up 
in the Anthology with the ex- 
press intenticn of reviewing 
them together, and because it 
would be inconvenient to review 
them sefiarately. For the infer- 
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ences made from this course of 
proceeding, the reader is refer- 
red to the Panoplist for April, 
p- 505. 

A few words with Mr. Wells 
and we have done. This gen- 
tleman, in his letter to the Re- 
viewers, has stated some facts, 
and brought forward some argu- 
ments, to prove, that the liberal 
party did mot exert themselves 
to circulate the Improved Ver- 
sion. So far as these facts and 
arguments are concerned, we 
deem no reply necessary; but 
some incidental remarks in this 
letter deserve a little attention. 
In order to understand the case, 
it will be necessary to quote two 
short paragraphs from Mr. W’s 
letter. 

“Once more—The opinion of a “res- 


pectable literary gentleman”? is adduced, 
to prove that the Improved Version is “‘a 


rand,’ “because it professes to be upon 


the basis of Archbishop Neweome’s trans- 
lation, whereas in fact it rejects many doc- 
trines which the Archbishop held.” 

If any person will read the tit/e page of 
the. Improved Version, he will perceive, 
that it is nut Archbishop Neweome who 
is to auswer for its contents, and in the 
first chapter of the Introduction, he will 
find a full and true account of the matter. 
I never heard of any one who made the 
mistake of attributing to Archbishop 
Neweome the doctrines of the Improved 
Version. If such a one there be, his un- 
derstanding is in no danger of being per- 
verted by “Improved Versions,” Though 
he may be one, P 
Posset gui rupem, aut putenm vitare 

patentem, 


yet his friends should not let him go far 
out of sight.” p. 220. 


Mr. W. is mistaken in sup- 
posing that the opinion of the 
gxentleman alluded to was intro- 
duced to prove that the Improv- 
ed Version was a fraud. We 
take that point to. have been 
proved long ago. The conver- 
sation, in which that opinion 
Was expressed, was introduced 
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to prove a very different point; 
viz. tha the liberal party circu- 
Jated this Version. Mr. W. 
volunteers his services, however, 
to prove that the Improved Vere 
sion is nota /raud, in the sense 
intended. Now we have read 
the title fage of this Version, 
and have found it to be as follows: 
“The New Testament, inan Im- 
hroved Version, ufion the basis of 
Archbishop Newcome’s new trans- 
lation with a corrected text, and 
notes critical and exfilanatory. 
Published by a Society for firo-, 
moting Christian knowledge and 
the practice of virtue by the dis- 
tribution of books.”? In what part 
of this title page does it appear, 
that itis mot Archbishop New- 
come, who is to answer for the 
contents of the work? If the 
Archbishop is not responsible, 
whois? If he is partially respon- 
sible, how far? Let this title page 
be advertised where the work is 
not known, and we do not be- 
lieve one man in a_ thousand 
would hesitate to say, that it was 
the Archbishop, and he only, 
who was to answer for the con- 
tents of the book; but we are 
especially curious to know by 
what optics any person can fer- 
ceive the opposite of this, and 
can feel himself justified in as- 
serting from the title page alone 
that the Archbishop was zo to 
answer for the contents of a 
work, of which it is said that his 
translation was the dasis. If Mr. 
W. can prove, that one work 
may be truly said to be on the 
éasis of another, when the great 
object of the former is to uzder- 
mine all the principal foundations 
of the latter, he will prove that 
the title page of the Improved 
Version is the happiest that 
could baye been invented. ‘Til 
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this shall be proved, the. work in 
question must bear the imputa- 
tion of being a fraud. 

It is added by Mr. Wells, that 
‘in the first chapter of the intro- 
duction, the reader will find a 
full and true account of the mat- 
ter.” But Mr. W. will recollect, 
that long introductions are not 
usuaily published in advertise- 
ments; and that the specific 
charge of fraud is founded prin- 
cipelly on the attempt to decoy 
unsuspecting purchasers. 

It is common with physicians, 
if we mistake not, to speak of 
different medicines as formed 
On the same éasis, when the 
most operative ingredients are 
the same in both, though the 
form and appearance of the med- 
icines May, or may not, be dif- 
ferent. Suppose a quack to ad- 
vertise aD Jmproved Powder on 
the dasis of James’s Powder, and 
ah ubsuspecting purchaser to 
send for it, and administer it to 
his child. The powdey proves 
to be a malignant poison, and, 
though resen.biing James’s Pow- 
der at first sight, contains corro- 
sive ingredients of an entirely 
different character from any to 
be found in the genuine medi- 
cine. The child dies, perhaps, 
under the efficacy of the zmprov- 
‘ed powder, and the afflicted fa- 
ther complains of the deadly 
fraud which had been practised 
upon him. To this complaint 
the vender of the powder cool- 
ly replies, that he knew the 
purchaser would discover the 
true nature of the powder at the 
very first ofieration! Let the case 
supposed apply to the subject 
under discussion no further than 
it applies naturally and- fairly. 
Weare perfectly willing to sup- 
pose that the vender really be- 


Aue. 


lieved the powder to be an im- 
frovement, though he was per- 
fectly acquainted that the prin- 
cipal ingredients were changed. 

Mr. W. sneers, in classical 
Style, at the understanding of 
one who should make “the mis- 
take of attributing to Archbish- 
op Newcome the doctrines of 
the In proved Wersion.” The 
question is not, be it remember- 
ed, respecting a mistake which 
would be made by a person after 
ferusing this Version, but res- 
pecting the fraud of assum- 
ing a false title page. On this 
subject we cite, for the consid- 
eration of our readers, a para- 
eraph from the Quarterly Re- 
viewers. Their Review of the 
Improved Version was repub- 
lished In the Panoplist for Noy- 
ember and December 1810. Af- 
ter a briei characier of the work, 
the arucle thus proceeds: 


‘*Much as we reprobate the matter of 
this publication, and the plan on which it 
is coudueted, the means which are em- 
ployed to insinuate it into public notice, 
sirike us as yet more reprehensible. ‘The 
assumption of the name of a respeeted 
prelate of the Church of England for the 

saucuion of a work, in which every doc- 
trine professed by that chureh, and by 
that respected member of it, is direetly at- 
tacked, is something more than an artifice; 
itis a falsehood and afraud. It can have 
no other object than that of procuring a 
civeulation by drawing in unsuspecting 
purchasers. It is the dagger of an enemy 
under the cloak of a friend! pp. 265. 


The language of Dr. Magee 
is not less decisive; and we re- 
commend the following sen- 
tences to the cool deliberation 
of the Unitarians in this country. 


“Their Version is of that convenient 
latitude, that a person may at the same 
time admit its authority, and yet disbelieve 
almost every doctrine, and every impor- 
tant truth of the Christian revelation. It 
is, in short, like the ancient mantle of my 
country, a covering of such loose and wid¢ 
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dimensions, that the wearer may turn 
round and round in it, without disturbing 
its shape, or depriving himself of its shel- 
ter. And like that too, it has been used 
as a disguise to mufle the assassin, and 
io conce eal the dagger. 

The Editors of “this work have not, it 
must be observed, conducted themselves 
in the publication of it, with that manly 
boldness, which they are at all times so 
ambitious to put forward as their distin- 
guishing characteristic. ‘hey have on the 
contrary not scrupied to adopt one of those 
pious, frauds, which they are pleased to 
consider the ordinary expedients of their 
orthodox opponents. ‘The name of a Bish- 
op of the Established Church was e. Icula- 
ted to luil suspicion, and to contribute to a 
more extended circulation, and accordinag- 
ly this Improved Version, which they 
have now sent abroad, they profess to 
found upon the basis of Ir chbishop New- 
come’s translation of the New Testa- 
ment; whilst in truth they adopt no part 
of that translation which in any degree 
shackles them in point of doctrine, but 
abide by it in such places only as are of a 
nature perfectly indifferent. They have 
thus contrived to give a respectabie name 
to their Unitarian blasphemies. They 
thus hold out deceitful colors to the un- 
wary, and vend their poisons under a false 
label. Magee on the Atonement, pp. 
491, 492. 


If Mr. W. feels disposed to 
amuse himself by hinting, that 
the Quarterly Reviewers, and 
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Dr. Magee are so stupid as to 
be barely able to avoid running 
against a post, (to Anglicise the 
proverb.) or falling into an open 
well, in broad day-light, he cer- 
tainly shall not be intcrrupted In 
his mirth by us; and all his 
frends, who are disposed to join 
in the laugh, will certainly enjoy 
the right of laughing as long and 
as loud as they please. 

Asto the Improved Version, 
it is now openly and warmly 
patronized by the editors of 
the General Repository. We 
are very willing thai they should 
sink or swim with that Version. 
We think it scarcely more — 
able, that the Improved Version 
will survive for any sl Ba 
time, the trial and condemnation 
which it has received at the bar 
of sound and impartial criticism, 
in the work froin whicheur last 
quotation was made, than that a 
man would escape drowning, if 
plunged, with a millstone fasten- 
edto his neck, into the midst 
of the Atlanuc. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRITISH AND 
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tue following account of the late annnal 
meeting of a Society which has excited 
the admiration of the world, and receives 
the warm approbation of every intelligent 
Christian, is taken from. the Instructor, a 


London weekly paper, issued the 12th of 


May last. We doubt not it will be found 
very interesting to our readers, though 
the speeches are obviously reported in a 
very brief, and, in some respects, @ rather 
eareless manner. The interest which the 
British public take in these meetings is 
evident from the fact, that such a vast 
number of persons, of every rank, are 
— to stand eight hortrs in an im- 
mense crowd, for “the sake of being 
present. We have added notes to sev- 


eral of the names, for the satisfaction of 


those who may be little acquainted with 
the characters of the men who take a 
lead in this work of benevolence. 

ED. PAN. 


“Can ye not discern the signs of the 
times?” Tue Messran. 


THe past week has presented to our view 
a spectacle, which was truly grand and 
dignified; not a display of imagery, which 
could m erely gratify the eve, and leave 
the soul unaffe ected, but a sublin 1€, intel- 
lectual, and moral repast; a feast in a 
the understandin ig andthe heart could ; 
once partake. It must have been hi whly 
satisfactory to the most refined md intel- 
ligent mind, to have shared in the en- 
joyment of ‘this assembly. Never has 


the British ann Forete~ Bice So. 
creTY delighted us more than at this last 
Here we beheld in the same 


Meeting. 
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groupe, Princes and Nobles; the Clergy 
of almost every rank, from the Diocesan 
to the humble and useful Pastor, States- 
men and Senators, Merchants aud Me- 
chanics, all united in one body, and form- 
ing an assemblage of the first order, 
whose benevolent design was to promote 
the universal circulation of the pure word 
ot (sod, ince epe ident of all party feelin gs, 
that fis nume might be known upon the 
earth, phar his saving heulth among all 
nNaiions. 

It is not however, necessary for us to 
enlarve. It will be more gratifying to 
our readers to oceupy all the space we 
can possibly spare, in’ re porting the pro- 
ceedings or the British and For ‘eigu Bi- 
ble Seciety, with other Institutions, for 
extending vie know ledze of God, and the 
promotion of vital Christianity. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Ninth Anniversary of this impor- 
tant institution, was held the 5th inst. 
at Free-Mason’s-Hari, Lincoln’s-Inn- 
Fields. ‘The Hall was filled soon after 
ten o'clock, and at twelve Lord Tis- 
movutTH* was called to the Chair. He 
proceedermas usual io read the Report of 
the Committee, which increases with in- 
terest and importance, detailing the par- 
ticuiars of the Missionof Mr. Srrinkorrr 
to the Continent, and the general diffu- 
sion of that holy ardor, which has been 
universally excited, and by which, no 
less than seventy-three Societies had 
been formed since the last annual meet- 
ing. Asthis Report will shortly be ready 
for the Subscribers, and the substance of 
it is greatly anticipated, and partly known 
to our numerotts readers, we shail pro- 
eeed tothe other circumstances of the 
day. Soon after the report commenced, 
an enthusiastic burst of acclamation 
arose on the arrival of their Royal High- 
nesses the Dukes of Kentand Sussext 
They took their stations on each side of 
the President, and supported the Chair 
with much digni ity. At the conclusion of 
the report, his Lords ship in a neat and 
flowing speech observed, that he most 
cordiaily united in the feelings and seuti- 
meuts which pervaded that assembly for the 
perpetuity of that Institution. If we look 


° Lord Big rogues. plow Sir John 
Shore, for several vears Governor 
Generid “of Bengal, and spent a large 
part of hislife in India. He is dk cided- 
ly favorable to the present atte mpts to 
ertend Christianity among’ the Hin- 
doos. 
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back upon the growing prosperity of the- 
Society in past yea ws, our confidence was 
established for its future suecess. Let us 
trace its effects from the people of the es- 
quimaux to those of Labrador, the differ- 
ent inhabitants of which, are now seen 
reading the pages of the New Testament 
with heart-felt gratitude and delight. In 
Africa, even the poor and despised Hot- 
tentot had received the blessing with 
mingled pravers and tes Among the 
Negroes of the West Indic *s, the greatest 
tenderness, devotion, and benevolence, 
had been shewn as the reward of their 
cee tors. He alluded to several inter- 

‘sting facts in the report, which were 
oilf icient to engage the attention, liberali- 
ty, aid suj pport of the Nation, for future 
contiibutious. He gave ample testimony 
to that ardent zeal and distinguished abil- 
ity, manifested in the conduct of their 
secretaries* and concluded by an apology 
for remaining in the Chair, in the pres- 
ence of the two Royal Sons of our much 
loved Sovereign. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Kerr 
immediately rose, assuring the Company 
of the wish of his Royal Brother the Duke 
of York, to have been present at that 
Meeting. They all knew he had peculiar 
and arduous duties to perform in another 
place, and these duties alone, had pre- 
verted his attendance. He moved that 
the report, as now read, be received, 
alopted, and immediately printed by the 
Committee. He observed, that no apol- 
ogy was necessary from the Nobleman, 
v rho so honorably ‘filled the Chair. He, 
of all other persons possessed those sin- 
gular and distin guishe d qualifications, 
which most eminently fitted him for that 
station. It was from his zeal, perseverance 
and example which had at first excited their 
attention and that which had now led them 
to come and to unitein the common eause, 
as the humble imitators of his example, and 
as fellow-laborers in this great vineyard. 
He gave a very handsome apology for a 
mistake which had oceurred at the Meet- 
ing of an Auxiliary Society at Westmin- 
ster, where his presence was fully expect- 
ed, and, which arose from the illness of 
Col. Nevitte. He spoke highly of the 
commendable zeal of their Secretaries, 


* The Rev. Messrs. Qwen, Hughes, 
and Steinkopff, These gentlemen have 
been indefitigable in their exertions ev- 
er since the formation of the Society. 
Much of their time has been spent in 
travelling in different parts of the king- 
dom to assist at the formation of Au. vil- 
tary Societies. Mr. S. has twice taken 
extensive journies on the continent to 
superi intend and facilitate the foreign ec. 
ertions of the Society. 
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and before the resolution was put, observ- 
ed, that the pecuilar feature in this Socie- 
ty, of distributing the Bible without note 
or comment, has his most decided : appro- 
bation. Without this fundamental prin- 
eile, he should not have joined it. And 

that the good understanding which it pro- 
moted, and the union which it formed of 
Churchmen, Catholics, dissenters, and 
Baptists gave him the highest pleasure 
and satisfaction. | 

The Bishop of Sattspery seconded 
this resolution, and observed, that he en- 
tered into all the peculiar feelings of de- 
light which pervaded the meeting, and 
that no scene had afforded him greater 
pleasure. 

Lord Tre1enmMovTH proceeded to apol- 
ogize with much feeling, and rather ten- 
der emotion, for the peculiar and singular 
station in which he was placed by the Royal 
brothers; and offered his thanks to their 
Royal Highnesses the Dukes of Kent and 
Sussex, for their kindness and attention 
upon that occasion. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Svs- 
sEx, then rose and said, that he felt most 
proud and grateful, for the thanks and at- 
tention of his Lordship. If any thing 
eould increase the respect already form- 
ed, it would be that of his Lordship’s con- 
duct in reading the report, and the hum- 
ble simplicity with which he received 
their approbation. There were times, 
when even gratitude could not express it- 
self. He, likewise, fully entered into all 
the opinions and he lings expressed by his 
Royal relative. It was the simplicity of 
the principle, by which they were united, 
which gave it such abundant success. It 
was one, upon which he felt peculiar sat- 
isfaction and delight. ‘They had, indeed, 
entered upon a noble warfar e—they had 
pursued the most godlike career; it con- 
sisted in the proposals of peace and good- 
will to every man, whether enemy or 
friend. The only enemies with which 


they had to contend, were the enemies of 


eharity, and of the empire of benevolence. 
This war: ire, he hoped, might be continu- 
ed through the four quarters of the globe. 
Often he felt the duty, as wellas the incli- 
nation, to unite in the cause of benevolence 
—-but, now he felt peculiar and superior e- 
motions, he felt proudand grateful, forthe 
honors of that day; he never felt asatisfac- 
tion equal to that, arising from his attend 
ance atthe present Meeting. The extraor- 
dinary success of the Institution, appeared 
to be the work of Divine Providence; it 
eould not be accounted for by mere hu- 
man assistance. Much praise was due to 
those Noblemen and other distinguished 
persons who had patronized the Institu- 
tién; nevertheless, the Society was equally 


indebted tothe smallest contributor. He 
had not embarked in this cause, without 
the most serious reflection, possessing a 
great respect for the opinions of others, 
anda strict regard that his owa shouid be 
well founded. ‘They might now consider 
his attendance as a brotherly act, and the 
result of mature, and of sober rcflection. 
He coneluded with thanks to the Presi- 
dent. 

The Honorable Duptey Riper, the 
very Rev. the Dean of WeEtts, congratu- 
lated the Society on the accession of* sev- 
eral of the members of the Royal Fa: aly. 
He did not doubt but that they wou ld 
consider themselves as honored by their 
admission into that assembly. He was 
well assured that no pride of ancestry was 
equal to the honor of distributing the Bi- 
ble, and extending the knowledge of our 
holy religion. He noticed the repeated, 
but often refuted objection to the liberal 
plans of the Society, as being inimical to 
the interests of the Church of England. 
To refute which, he would refer to a 
practical illustration, or proof, as exhibit- 
ed in the conduct and spirit of the late 
Rev. Mr. Rosrnson,* of Leicester. He 
could state from personal knowledge, that 
he was most decidedly attached to the 
Church of England, and yet had. no jeal- 
ousy or fear whatever to co- -operate with 
his brethren among the dissenters. He 
felt peculiar interest in the concerns of 
the Bible Society, and was breathing out 
itsspirit tothe very last. He consider- 
ed no rank, or station, or prosperity in 
life, equal to the glory of God; and count- 
ed not his life dear unto him, sothat he 
might win Christ, and finish his course 
with joy. These were the sentiments 
which shed a lustre over his last mo. 
ments. To the objection which has been 
urged, that this mixture of parties is inju- 
rious to the Chur ch, the snecess of our 
late departed friend is a sufficient refuta- 
tion. He preached regularly to about 
2500 persons. As he lived, so he contin- 
ued to the end—the same holy and decid- 
ed character. One of his last acts, was 
his anxious solicitude and inquiries for 
the welfare of this Institution. Of him 
we might individually say, let me die the 
death “of the righteous, "and let my last 
end be like his. We most cordially sec- 
oned the Resolution of thanks to the 
President, as moved by his Royal High- 
ness. 7 / E 


* Wr. Robinson died in March or 
April last. He wasan able, pious, learn- 
ed, evangelical minister of the Church of 
En rland. In interesting notice of his 
death is published i in the Christian O6- 


server for April. 
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The Cuancerzior of the Excnequer* 
appeared in behalf of himself, and of the 
other Viee- Presidents, and acknowledged 
to the tovegoing vesolution. He noticed 
with great pleasure, the distinguished pat- 
ronage of the Members of that Family, 
Lo whom. under Providence, we Owe ma- 
py of our religious privileges - Their 
presence must coutribute much to the in- 
ereasing influence and splendor of this In- 
sition. tt would hot have been a great 
sutiatnation, had we to look to ltussia, to 
Sweden, or to Prussia, for Royal Patron- 
age, and yet were denied it at home. He 
congratulated them upon the superior 
pleasures which how eng: gaged their atten- 
tion, and considered it as « 4 gratification of 
the highest nature, to be delivered for 
one day, from the toils and turmoils of 
troublesome world, and to aseend in de- 
lightful contemplation to a higher and 
more exalied state. 


Mr. Witserrorcr presented himself 


for the first time in this place, and upon 
this oceasion, with some degree of unwil- 
lingness, from a consideration of the Roy- 
al persons, with whose presence it was 
graced, and above all, from the increas- 
ing magultude of that object which engag- 
edtheir attention. It is, however, with 
peculiar delight, he observed, that our 
Meetings instead of diminishing in im- 
portance as we advance in years, are dis- 
tinguished by an inerease of numbers, pat- 
ronage, aid influenee. Our inerease is 
noving in every direction in height and 
depth, extent au d breadth, both tn this 
circle, and in every othe r circle; and, he 
hoped that they might soon finally unite 
io cover the habitable globe. It gave him 
the most peculiar sat siaction to observe 
the introduction ofthe Royal pérsonages, 
that their attachment to this cause arose 
vradually, and from the purest conviction 
ile con idered them honored almost as 
much by the tardiness of his Royal high- 
ness the Duke of Sussex to unite in this 
great cause, as they would have been elat- 
ed by his premature accession to their 
list. He rejoiced to say, that the fire 
which animated their bre asts was not yet 
extinguished. It is not that fire which is 
soon burnt out, but that eternal fire 
which is kindled at the divine altar which 
is perpetual, and will continue for ages 
yet to come. We are proceeding not 
more to ouvurown individual satisfaction, 
than to the general satisfaction and bene- 
fit of the human race. He united most 
cordially in the testimony given to the 
late Mr. Ronrnson; and, if the spirits of 
the just, made perfect, look down from 


*The Rt. Hon. Nicholas Vans stitart, 
well known in the religious world by his 
Defence of the Bible Societ: , 
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their thrones of glory—he must observe 
them now, with peculiar satisfaction and 
delight. He could not forbear, likewise, 
to associate with him the name of the 
Rev. Henry Martyn,* of whose death 
they could not but deeply deplore. He 
is justly deserving the name of a martyr, 
for he died in this great cause. His disin- 
terested zeal—his labors of love, and his 
perseveranee inthis cause, have peculiar 
claims upon our gratitude. It is a pleas- 
ing task to contemplate the different 
ranks, with whieh this association is 
connected, and whose interests spoons 
mutually blended together in diilerent 
parts of the world from the Sovereign of 
ail the Russias, engaged for the safety of 
Europe, to the poor Esquimaux eottager 
at his evening exercise. Our exemptions 
from the awful calamities of war, have a 
strong claim upon us to use our utmost 
efforts for the dissemination of divine 
truth. Going forward with this Book of 
life in our hands, under the authority of 
the Prince of Peace, we should not rest 
satisfied without diffusing the knowledge 
it contained from pole to pole. Let us 
not therefore, be cold or indifferent to 
this great cause. It gives me peculiar 
satisfaction to observe the Royal person- 
aves—the distinguished Prelates—the no- 
ble Senators, and other respectable char- 
acters present, united in one Common ob- 
ject of such vast importanee, and who ap- 
pear determined to act for one coim- 
mon end. 
The Cuancertor of the Excueaver, 
here presented an apology, which he had 
just received from his Royal Highness the 


| Doke of Giovucester,t tor not attending 


the present Meeting. 
Rey. Dr. Gray, Prebendary of Dur- 
ham, proposed the motion of thanks to the 
old Cominittee, and for the clection of a 
new Committee. He expressed his great 


satisfaction in the views and objects of 


this Society. Attached as he was by prin 
ciple and habit to the established Chureh, 
he could not fear the result of the inereas- 
ing and universal diffusion of the Holy 
Seriptures, as prejudicial to her interest. 
Is not the Church of England supported 


* Mr. Martyn died on a journey ove: 
land from India to the Mediterranean 
All his manuscripts are preserved, an@ 
have been delivered to the English am- 
bassador at Constantinople. His repu- 
tation as Glearned and pious clergymar. 
of the Church of England, who had beer 
engaged in the great work of translat- 
ing the Scriptures into the Persian lan- 
guage, is known to ali attentive readers 
of the Panoplist. 

at Nephew of the king and chancelier 
of the University of Cambridge. 
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and established by the Sacred Book? 
Does she not derive all her authority and 
all her influence from its unerring con- 
tents? How, then, ean its universal distri- 
bution prove injurious to her interest? 1t 
is impossible. It must surely promote 
her prosperity, and insure her lasting suc- 
ess, 

Rev. Jonny Crayron, sen.*—He ob- 
served, that the anion of rauks and of 
principles among the different Members 
of the Committee and the general body 
of the Society, was a mark of the finger of 
God. It isa distinguishing honor to the 
Committee of this Society, that they have 
safely piloted the fleet out of the narrow 
seas, Ji is now-sailing in the Pacitic 
Ocean, with the most distinguished char- 
acters on board. Such a fieet as was never 
before witnessed, carrying at her head the 
two Royal sous of their much beloved and 
Royal father. They are sailing in eompa- 
ny with the Right Rey. the Fathers in 
God, our Christian Bishops, with Nobles 
and Senators, and you, (directing his at- 
tention to the Menibers) who are the ex- 
cellent of the earth. ‘This fleet is not at- 
tended with the march of armies, or gar- 
iments rolled in blood, but with wind and 
tide in her favor, proceeding into every 
port with a flae of truee, upon which is 
inseribed, God in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself. You are now saying, 
let Ethiopia stretch out her hands to re- 
ceive the Bible. As the disciples of the 
blessed Jesus; and, actuated by his Spirit, 
you are exhorted to proceed by cordial 
co-operation. The Committee appear 
like a body of pioneers, who are gone forth 
to prepare the way for the Millennial Car 
of the Son of God; that he has already 
announced his approach is very evident, 
from the report which has this day been 
real, We now only solicit your pray- 
ers—let us most cordially unite in this pe- 
tition, Our Father, who art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be thy name, thy kingdon come. 
in answer to such Petitions, you may pos- 
siblv hear of some Lord High ‘Treasurer 
in Ethiopia, or of some Partp riding in 
his chariot in a distant land, who are anx- 
iously solicitous to understand the way of 
God more perfectly. It gave him great 
pleasure so observe to many young per- 
sons whose faces wore an aspect of delight, 
who were ready to come forward to fill 
up vacant places, as others might be re- 
moved. He earnestly recommended te 
them a personal attention to the Bible. 
It was from this source, that he had en- 
joyed so great a share of domestic peace 
and happiness; he attributed the whole to 
the Bible—having early in life placed that 


* An eminent dissenting minister in 
London. 
Vou. IX. 


book as a governor in his house and fartily. 
He cordially seconded the motion of 
thanks to the Committee. 

Rev. W. Cunnineuamt moved the 
thanks to Henry Tuornrton, Esq. M. 
P. as Treasurer. He well knew the 
peculiar and arduous duties, which neces- 
sarily ocoupied his attention. His labors 
had lately saved the country the sum of 
300,000/. the attention, therefore, which 
he gave that Society, in common with 
others, was deserving their warmest ac- 
knowledgments. He described in the 
most animated manner, the success which 
had attended the Society—he considered 
that every great object, either in polities 
or religion, had been attained by the recog- 
nition of the principle, which formed the 
basis of that Institution. By dropping the 
lesser shades of difference, and unitingin 
the greater and more important. as 
not this principle recognised in Magna 
Charta? Was it not again recognised im 
the Bill of Rights? He proceeded to ex- 
eiaplify the operation of this —_——— b 
the introduction of the Everlasting Gospel, 
after the resurrection of the Savier. Did 
not the Jew consent no longer to be cal- 
led the child of Abraham, but the child of 
God? He did not mean to assert that this 
union merely produced the event, but 
that it assisted it. It smote the rock, and 
the waters flowed. At the reformation, 
the operation of the same principle be- 
came visibie. Did not the Catholic deseend 
from his own pedestal and monkish hab- 
its mingling in the common walks of life? 
And for a third instance of the recoguition 
of this principle, he turned towards this 
Society. Had not the operation of the 
same principle produced similar effeets? 
It had sunk all inferior distinctions to pro- 
mote One common cause, the cause of 
God. The Christian was convinced, that 
in prosecuting this object, he was te for- 
get his own things, to care for the things 
which ave Jesus Christ’s. What a sub- 
lime spectacle does this Society present? 
What is the object which cements every 
heart?—The word of the Lord. Need I 
desire any higher honor or distinction for 
myself or family, than to become hewers 
of wood, and drawers of water in this 
great temple. 

H. Tuornton, Esq. M. P. acknowledg- 
ed that the proposal of being Treasurer 
to the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
at its commencement, was acceded to by 
him with his accustomary interest for 
charitable institutions, without possessing 


t A very eloquent and distinguished 
ministér of the Church of England, He 
is, we mistake not, quite in his youth, 
and has but lately attracted t> public 
netiec. | 
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the smallest expectation of the magnitude 
and importance of the undertaking, or the 
amazing benefits whieh have since been 
prodaced. The unexampled progress 
which it had attained, gave him the ut- 
most pleasure and delight. Among the 
numerous Auxiliary Societies which had 
been formed, he could not but record the 
noble example ofthe inhabitants of South- 
wark; in the superiority of their contri- 

s they had peculiar claims upon his 
attention. He considered such examples 
as an index of the rising character of the 
age. After giving some general outline 
of the funds and prosperity of the Institu- 
tion, he coneluded by some remarks on the 
bpirit of unity which characterized the 
Society, and the good effects it was ulti- 
mately likely to produce. 

Lord Gamaren* Vice-President, mov- 
ed the thanks to the Secretaries. The 
disinterested zeal,and gratuitous services of 
the Secretaries of this Society, had pecul- 
iar Claims upon their attention. How 
shall we rewardthem? They will most as- 
suredly bs rewarded. They had peculiar 
vlaims upon the country at large. He 
thought they even merited some distin- 
guished national reward. Every one 
connected with that Institution, was well 
aware of the extent of their services. 
They most certainly would be rewarded, 
and they knew it. Verily, they had their 
reward in their own consciences, and 
would certainly receive it in the world to 
come, 

Rev. Dr. Youne seconded the motion of 
thanks to the Secretaries, in a neat and 
elegant speech, in which he described the 
suecess and glory of the Society, and its 
increasing and most enlarged prosperity. 
It was singular for the disinterested zeal 
of its members, and the benefit which 
must result from their labors. He made 
those allusions to Ireland, which had al- 
ready felt its beneficial effeets. He bore 
ample testimony to the indefatigable la- 
bor of the Secretaries, and united in the 
general feeling which pecvaded the assem- 
Biv, that the word of the Lord might go 
forth into all the lands. 

Rev. Mr. Sreinxorrr,tin a very im- 
pressiv@and fecling manner, acknowledg- 
ed the tribute paid to him, and his broth- 
er Secretaries. He felt most corvlially at- 
tuched to the British Empire. This feel- 
ing had been LX&ewise strongly felt in the 
different parts of the Continent whieh he 
tately visited, aud he was desired by the 


* An Admiral in the British Navy 
highly respected for his religious char- 
acter, and his zealous patronage of char- 
ttuble institutions. 


+Mr. S&. is a native of the continent of 


Furope; we believe @ German. 
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different inhabitants, to present their most 
grateful acknowledgments. They receiv- 
ed the Bible with tears of affection, min- 
gied with grateful joy. He felt the high 
onor of being ae in sogreat and 
noble a cause, and with much humility of- 
fered up a devout ejaculation, that the 
Almighty would shower down the choicest 
of his blessings upon the Royal patrons, 
the distinguished prelates and nobles, and 
all who supported that valuable Institution. 
The Rev. Mr. Hugues} followed in a 
speech, which we very much lament our 
inability fully to report. It was given with 
all the neatness and eloquence, for which 
he is so justly distinguished. They had 
been stimulated, he observed in their ex- 
ertions, by the general approbation of the 
public, and the increasing support afforded 
to the Society. If any thing could give 
additional force to that stimulus which 
they had already received, it was the 
pleasure and the scenes of that day. He 
beheld with jfeelings of sacred delight, 
the royal spleador which now overshad- 
owed them, at once to enlighten and pro- 
tect their steps. Such was the desire ex- 
cited in his breast, for the welfare and 
prosperity of this cause, that he could 
even die to promote it. He spoke of his 
colleagues, as uniting with him most cor- 
dially, in acknowledging with gratitude, the 
approbation they had now received. But, 
though they did not disregard the appro- 
bation of the Public, he trusted, that they 
were moved by still higher motives—the 
approbation of God, the prosperity of his 
cause, and the exhibition of his glory. He 
could state that their zeal had lost nothing 
of its original ardor. Have we been bold, 
we will be bolder still. His fellow laborer 
(Mr. Owen) wi-hed him to answer in his 
name, but he thought that they would 
rather hear him speak for himse!f, and 
that every man ought to transact his own 
business. He might say for him, that he 
would be all that he has hitherto been; 
he has opened his mouth for God, and he 
cannot go back. Each of them felt this 
cause, as forming part of his intelleetual 
existence, and moral nature; they like- 
wise felt the awful respousibility of the 
office, and its eonnexion with righteous- 
ness and future glory. Their regards 
were mutual. While employed in differ- 
ent parts of the country, they had been 
fellow-laborers, and equally desirous to 
li n each others burdens. In these 
visits to the country, their labors were am- 
ply repaid, by the satisfaction the; receiv- 
ed, and by the delightful harmony which 
they witnessed. But, while he spoke of 
the assistance received, he could not for- 
get, during the absence of his colleague, 


+ Mr. H. isa Baptist 
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the friendly co-operation of a Burn, a 
Cunningham, and a Gisborne,* names 
well known in that assembly, whose kind 
nnd friendly aid had supplied every want. 
They also were well assured, that much 
of the reputation of that Society, depend- 
ed upon the ciroumspection of their own 
conduct. Upon ail occasions, they had 
endeavored to maintain a conscience void 
of offence, both towards God and man; 
fully alive to the dignity and importance 
of the object engaging their attention. 
Their imaginations had often dwelt with 
peculiar ardor and grateful delight, on 
the progressive dignity ang rapid prosperi- 
ty of this Institution. 


‘Grace was in all her steps,—heav’n in 
her eye, 
In every gesture, dignity and love!” 


What a noble example does she exhibit 
to posterity. Who would not feel eleva- 
ted by her spirit, and impressed by her 
exam ple? 

The bishop of Norwicn proposed a 
vote of thanks to the Presbytery of Glas- 
gow, &e. His Lordship recommended their 
example as worthy of imitation. There 
ought to be no difference of opinion, as to 
the objects of this Society; and he trusted 
ere long there would be none. Her char- 
acter had been ably defined, by one of the 
imost learned and able divines of the pres- 
entage (Dr.,Milner) “the cultivation of 
brotherly love here, and the benefit of 
their immortal seuls hereafter.” Here, 
Brethren, learn to dwell together in unity 
—we do not ask, are you a Churchman 
er a Dissenter; but, do you love vital 
Christianity? Do you perfer that the word 
of God should be circulated without note or 
comment, rather than the increase of 
your own particular party’ Ifthis be the 
case, we hail you as a brother and a 
friend, in the name of the Lord, To pro- 
mote this spirit, may we ever remember 
that the kingdom of Christ is a kingdom of 
righteousness and purity, connected with 
ngeekuess, humility, and universal charity. 

he CuaNceLxor of the Exchequer, 
seconded the aboye motion. 

Rey. W. Drartrry,t proposed a vote of 
thanks to the Auxiliary Societies, in a 
speech replete with animated strains of 
eioquence. When he reflegeted upon the 
dignity, grandeur, and beauty, of ihe Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society in its pro- 
gressive influence and importange, he was 


* The celebrated writer of that name 
Ow Moral Philosophy. 

T ar. D, is examining chaplain to the 
Bishop of Norwich, and Professor of 
Mathematics jn a respectable Uterary 
1eStELLiOa, > 


British and Foreign Bible Society, 


18? 


led to inquire—Does there exist an Insti- 
tution in the world, that presents a spec- 
tacle so a r and commanding? Those 
persons who predicted the shortness of 
its duration, have proved to the world 
that they are not gifted with the talent of 
prophecy. By what shall we estimate its 
progress and importance, but by its pecul- 
iarities and collateral effects. Its genius 
is marked withthe greatest§ simplicity; 
and, therefore, it has produced corres- 
ponding effects—its triumphs have been 
exhibited throughout the United King- 
dom—its echo has resounded from East 
to West, from North to South. Our 
Auxiliary Societies roll forward in rapid 
suecession, and continue to afford new 
pleasure and del ght. What scenes are 
now opening on the shores of India, for 
the greatest exertions of this valuable Soci- 
ety; itis not only in Britain that her use- 
fulness is extended, but she seems to 
grasp in her benevolent arms, the very 
globe we inhabit. Let us, therefore, ba 
animated with the spirit which her influ- 
ence is calculated to cherish and inspire, 
and unite to spread her glories through- 
out the world. 

The above Resolution was seconded by 
the Lord Bishop of St. David’s. 

Rev. Dr. Taorre acknowledged to the 
above. He took oe¢casion to represent the 
very destitute state of Ireland, when the 
British and Foreign Bible Society was 
first instituted. At that period, not one 
third of the inhabitants had seen a Bible; 
it was not on sale in above 15 places; but 
sinee this period, a great change had been 
produced. Their progress was attended 
with many d.ffieultries—they had to pro- 
ceed up hill; but now they had gained the 
very summit of the hill. At first their in- 
gome was only 9OO0L but last year it a- 
mounted to 40001. and they distributed no 
less than 40,000 Bibles; they were able 
now to proceed forward without the aid 
of the Parent Institution. The feeling 
which it had excited in Ireland, was simi- 
lar to that which is seen and felt here this 
day—it pervaded all classes of Society—. 
it received the patronage of the whole 
bench of Bishops, except two or three; 
they all felt the general impulse. The 
Noble Marquis of Duwnsnire, who had 
already formed two Bible Associations 
upon his estates, organised a third, 
and broughtit to maturity and perfection 
himself. All the different denominations 
of Christians were eager to promote this 
eause; even the Catholics unite to pro, 
mote it, and were eager to receive and 
to read the Bible. This we can evinee 


from personal knowledge. In one Cath» 
olic town, were we expected to receive 
no assistance, and where we could not get 
any from the Protestants, the Catholics 
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came forward, and called the meeting; 
and, when we explained to them the Ca- 
tholic wants, the wants of Europe; and 
the wauts of India, and the necessity for 
its universal distribution, the Goad dis- 


persed, and they most cheerfully lent: 


their active assistance and co-operation. 

The President, having left the chair, 

The Bishop of Cloynz, moved thanks 
to Lord Tr1enmovurts for the business of 
the day. The spirit which has been so 
happpily produced, shall I say, so miracu- 
lously awakened, in this island, argues 
well for our native count While the 
Almighty is using us asthe instruments 
gor his nye and for the general benefit 
of mankind, we cannot but rejoice. Our 
wishes and our desires may expand—it is 
God’s will—let the whole earth be filled 
with his glory. 

Rev. Mr. OwEn* closed the business of 
the day, in a speech distinguished by 
strokes of masterly eloquence, and abound- 
ing with lively remarks on the scenes of 
that day. He adverted in a very feeling 
manner to the Royal patronage which 
had now been granted to the Society, and 
to the active means which had been 
employed during the past year on the 
Continent of Europe, to promote the 
same cause—to excite the same spirit, 
and for the production of similar effeets.— 
He united his testimony to the talents, 
the character and piety of the late Rev. 
Mr. Rosiwson of Leicester. He was all 
that had been described. But while he 
recollected that venerable clergyman, 
he could not fail to associate in his mind, 
another inhabitant of that town, with 
whom he had so successfully eo-operated, 
and who, notwithstanding the minor 
shades of difference, had united most af- 
fectionately with him in every thing that 
eould promote the cause of God. He 
eould not forget one, who, for strength 
of mind and solidity of judgment, 
a genuine classical taste, with a rich- 
ness of imagery and exquisite fire, and 
delicacy of imagination, one who combin- 
ed all these rare, and other most distin- 
guished talents, with the greatest humili- 
ty, meekness, modesty, simplicity, and 
most affectionate piety;—a man who 
stands unrivalled either within or without 
the pale of the establishment, he meant 
the a. Rosert Hart. This character 
most cordially united with our departed 
friend; the Dissenter was lost in the man, 


* Mr. Owen is a minister of the 
Church of England, His high encomi- 
um on the Rev. Robert Hall,a Baptist, 
is not less henorable ta himself than to 
the deserving owner? of it. Here is gen- 
uine liberality. Here are Christian def- 
erence, respect, and af eecivin 


the scholar, and the Christian—they took 
sweet counsel ppairen, and walked to the 
house of God. After some desultory re- 
marks, he concluded the service of the 
day by a devout aspiration, Blessed be 
the Lord God, the God of Israel, whe 
only deeth wondrous things, and blessed 
be his glorious name for ever, and let 
the whole earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen. 

Thus ended, perhaps, the most inter- 
esting Meeting that ever was heid in this 
or any other country. The business oc- 
cupiéd nearly six hours; and, we believe, 
all who were suceessful in getting admis- 
sion returned much gratified at hearing 
the Report, and the very excellent and 
animated speeches, delivered by men of 
the first characters in the country for pie- 
ty, learning, and rank. The amount of 
the income for the past year justified our 
calculation, by which, we anticipated in 
our last,,that it would double that of the 
preceding year.t 


ADDRESS OF THE LONDON MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


AT a General Meeting of the Missionary 
Society, held April the Sth, 1813, at the 
New London Tavern, Cheapside, THom- 
as Hayter, Esq. in the Chair, the follow- 
ing Resolutions were unanimously adopt- 
ed:— 

Resolved, 

I. That impressed with a lively sense of 
the inestimable benefits resulting to our- 
selves personally, and to the British Na- 
tion generally, from the knowledge of the 
Gospel of Christ, we view with deep com- 
passion the vast portion of our fellow men 
who are still destitute of it, and we regard 
it to be the peculiar and bounden duty of 
every Christian to use his best endeavors 
to dispel] from their minds, the deplorable 
ignorance in which they are involved. 

Il. That we have long beheld with poig- 
nant grief the fatal Superstition, the hor- 
rible Rites, and the degrading Immorality 
which prevail among the immense popu- 
lation of India, now our fellow-subjects, 
and have fondly cherished the hope that 
their relation with our country might be- 
come the means of gradually introducing 
them into ahappy community in the reli- 
gious and social blessings which the inhab- 
itants of Great Britian enjoy. 

Ill. That we consider the instruction of 
the Natives in the art of Reading, the 
translation of the Holy Seriptures into the 


¢ The income for the preceding year 
was above 43,5001, t. e. above $193,300; 
of course, the income of the last vear 
must have been nearly $400,000. 
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ving languages, and the peaceable pro- 
mulgation of their sacred contents by 
preaching, to be the proper means of ac- 
eomplishing this desirable end; and in con- 
juuction with the blessiags of the mild and 
equitable Government of Great Britian, to 
furnish at the same time the surest bond of 
their attachment as subjects to the state 
which introduces them into the enjoyment 
ef such distinguished privileges. 

IV. That afier the incontrovertible 
proofs which experience hath afforded of 
the benefits resultaig from the labor of 
Christian Missionaries, as well among the 
Natives as European Settlers, so far as 
they have been employed, we have wit- 
nessed with proportionate concern, the ob- 
structions which the Missionaries of our 
own and of other Societies have experi- 
euced in the discharge of their disinterest- 
ed and benevolent functions, whilst no 
allegation against their character or de- 
meanor was or could be preferred. 

V. That we regard such impediments 
to the dissemination of the Word of God 
to be in direct opposition to His positive 
command, and, as proceeding trom a 
Christian authority, to be peculiarly offen- 
sive to the Divine Majesty, and likely to 
draw down His displeasure upon our gov- 
ernmentand country; and on this, and other 
grounds, we declare our conviction that 
every such hindrance, is as impolitie in its 
tendeney, as it is unjust and irreligious in 
its nature. 

VI. That we feel ourselves bound in 
duty to put in our claim also in behalf of 
our fellow. subjects and fellow Christians 
inhabiting India, that they may be allowed 
the free and full exercise of their religion, 
in the manner most agreeable to the dic- 
tates of their own consciences, according 
to the right inherent in them as subjects of 
the British Crown, and of which right they 
are deprived solong as the residence among 
them of such Ministers as they approve 
and prefer is not secured to them by law. 

VI. That as the renewal of the Charter 
of the Honorable East India Company is 
under the consideration of the Legislature, 
we will present an humble petition to both 
Houses of Parliament, that in the new 
Charter to be granted to the Company, 
such provisions may be inserted as shall 
afford sufficient facility to those benevolent 
persons who shall be desirous of going to 
{India for the purpose of commtnicating to 
‘ts population the blessings of useful knowl- 
edge, and of moral and religions improve- 
ment; and also such regulations as shall 
prevent the obstruction of their endeavors 
for promoting their object in that country, 
so long as they shall conduct themselves 
in a peaceable and orderly manner. 

VUI. That the Petition now read, be 
adopted, and that it be left at the Bar of 
this House for Signature. 


IX. That the thanks of this Meeting be 
given to Thomas Hayter, Esq. for his con 
duct in the Chair. 

Grorce Burver, Secretary. 


PETITION OF THE LONDON MISSIONART 
SOCIETY. 


The following is the petition mentioned 
in the eighth resolution. It was presented 
to the House of Commons by Mr. Wilbex~- 
fsrce, and to the House of Lords by Lord 
Erskine. 


To the Honorable the Commons of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britian and 
freland, in Parliament assembled. 


Tas humble Petition of the undersigned 
Persons residing in or near the Metrop- 
olis, being the ‘Treasurer, Secretaries, Di- 
rectors, and Mernbers of a certain volun- 
tary Society, known by the name of the 
MisstonNaRY SOCIETY, instituted in the 
year 1795, whose sole object is to spread 
among Heathen and other unenlightened 
Nations, the knowledge of the Christian 
Religion, 


SHEWETH, 

Tuat the inhabitants of the populous 
regions in India, which form an important 
portion of the British Empire, being in- 
volved in the most deplorable state of moral 
darkness, and under the influence of the 
most abominable and degrading supersti- 
tions, have a pre-eminent claim on the 
compassionate feelings and benevolent ser- 
vices of British Christians. 

That this sympathetic disposition has 
been a hag felt throughout the king- 
dom, and plans have been formed, and ad- 
eqeate instruments and funds provided for 
the purpose of extending the knowledge of 
the Christian religion in India. 

That the charters which have been 
granted to the East India Company have 
provided that every person desirous of pro- 
ceeding to and residing in that country, 
should previously obtain a licence for that 
purpose from the Directors of that Com- 
pany. 

That although this regulation may have 
been proper and necessary for commerciat 
and political purposes, yet your petitioners 
humbly conceive that it was not intended 
to impede the progress of Christianity, or 
piace under the cortrol of the Directors, a 
subject so intimately connected with the 
moral and inteHeewual condition of raan, and 
his final destiny. 

That this power, so vested in the Com- 
pany, has unhappily been the cccasion of 
obstructing, in a great degree, the execu- 
tion of those benevolent plans which had 
for their object the propaguiioa of the 
Christian religion in India. 
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That the opinions which have been ex- 
pressed, both as to the impracticability of 
attaining this object, and the danger of civil 
commotion in attempting it, are regarded 
by your petitioners as founded either in 
prejudice or misapprehension, and are de- 
monstrated to be erroneous by the evidence 
of facts. 

‘hat the Missionary Society through the 
kindness of the executive Government, 
which they have on all oceasions experi- 
enced, and most svatefuliy acknowledge, 
have for several years past had Missionary 
stations-in the Colonies of the Cape of 
Good Hope, Demarara, Trinidad, ‘Fobago, 
and also on the Continent of India, and 
they are willing to appeal to the governors 
presiding over them, as to the character 
and procee:tings of those Missiouaries, and 
as to the condnet of those who attend on 
their instructions. 

That the Missionaries sent out by your 
petitioners,—desirous only of protection 
and not seeking to be invested with civil 
‘authority, will not have the power any 
more than the inclination to promote Chris- 
tianity by means of coercion—it would 
moreover be inconsistent with their prin- 
ciples, as also with their success, which re- 
quires a peaceful, and not a disturbed state 
of society. 

That-in the propagation of Christianity 
in India, their Missionaries are instructed 
not to excite the prejudices of the natives, 
by declamations against their superstitions 
—but to rely for their suecess upon the di- 
vine blessing attending a candid statement 
of the evidences which sustain the Chris- 
tian religion, of the sacred doctrines, 
promises, and precepts of which it princi- 
pally consists—and on their exemplary 
and blameless lives, attended by deeds of 
kindness, and good will to the natives. 

oat your petitioners are not merely 
willing, but very desirous that the Govern- 
ment both at home and in India, should be 
fully acquainted both with their principles 
and their measures, by which it will appear 
that their Missionaries receive full instrue- 
tions on the great Christian principles, 
which form good and peaceable subjects 
and useful members of civil society.) 

That your petitioners being most firmly 
attached to the constitution of the country, 
and ardently desirous of its true prosperity, 
dignity, and perpetuity, and being con- 
vineed that the stability and glory of Chris- 
tian nations, depend on the practice of 
Christian duties, are conscious that in en- 
deavoring to diffuse the principles of Chris- 
tianity to the utmost extent of the British 
dominions and influence—they are acting 
on the purest principles of patriotism, and 
rendering the most important services to 
their country. 

That in conformity with these views, 


your Petitioners receive the highest satis- 
faction from the resolu.ion of your Honora- 
ble House, passed in the year 1795, viz. 

“That it is the peeuliar and bounden 
duty of the British Legislature, to promote 
by all just and prudeut means, the interests 
and happiness of the inhabitants of the 
British dominions in India, and that for 
these ends such measures ought to be 
adopted, as may gradually tend to their ad- 
vancement in useful knowledge, and to 
their religious and moral improvement.” 

And your Petitioners therefore humbly 
hope, aid earnestly intreat your Honora- 
ble House, that in the Charter intended to 
be granted to the East India Company, 
such provisions may be made, as may se- 
eure the admission of Christian Ministers 
aud Missionaries into India, and their pro- 
tection there so long as they shall act 
agreeably to the laws, and to the duties of 

and peaceable subjects. 
And your Petitioners shall ever pray, &e. 
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( Continued from p. 139._) 


The state of religion at Cape Town ap- 
pears to be encouraging, especially among 
the soldiers. Mr. ‘Thom preaches to them 
with great acceptance and usefulness; and 
they have addressed a letter to the Diree- 
tors, earnestly requesting that he may con- 
tinue at the Cope as their stated minister. 
No sooner had he landed, than a quantity 
of books, to the value of nearly 2001. 
which he took out for India, were pur- 
ehased by the soldiers, many of whom are 
of the 93d regiment (Scot’s Highlanders.) 

Mr. Milne, the intended assistant of 
Mr. Morrison, with Mrs. M. who had ar- 
rived safely at the Cape, sailed from thence 
for the Isle of France on the 26th of Jan- 
uary. 

On the whole, we have every reason to 
hope that the Missions in Africa, especial- 
ly when they shall have been regulated bv 
the judicious arrangements of Mr. Camp- 
bell, will, with the divine blessing, be pro- 
duetive of the most beneficial eflects. 


INDIA. 


Tur Directors now beg leave to lead yonr 
attention to that part of the habitable 
globe which has lately, more than ever, in- 
terested the feelings of the. religious 
world—British India—a eountry said to 
contain sixty millions of the human race, 
most of whom are in a deplorable state of 
moral degradation, in consequenee of that 
system ot gross error and horrible super- 
stition which prevails among them, and 
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from. whieh it has been the highest ambi- 
tion of this Soviety, in common with sim- 
ilar associations of their fellow Christians, 
to labor to deliver them. 
flow far it may please the great Ruler 
of the world to influence the Legislature 
of this country in removing the present 
obstructions to the labors of Missionaries, 
and to fecilitate their future operations, 
we cannot at present determine; but the 
Directors have never, tor a single moment, 
lost sight of this great object, which was 
so strougly réeommended to their vigi- 
lant atteution at our last Annual Meeting; 
but have faithfully represented to his 
Majesty’s ministers the wishes of this 
Society that, in ease of the renewal of the 
Charter of the East India Company, some 
rovision to the following effect may be 
introduced, viz. “It shall be lawful for 
Missionaries and Ministers of the ehurch 
of England, of the church of Scotland, and 
ot theseveral denominations of Protestant 
Dissenters, duly recommended by the re- 
spective bodies to which they belong, to 
proceed io India, and reside there, under 
the protection of Government, while they 
conduct themselves in a peaceable and 
prudent manner, for the purpose of dif- 
fusing among the inhabitants of that coun- 
try, the knowledge of Christianity, as well 
as for the religious advantage of British 
subjects of all denominations resident in 
India.” And although the Directors 
were empowered; by your resolution of 
last year, to present petitions in the name 
of the Society at large, te both houses of 
ParlLameant on this importaut subject, they 
thought it preferable to convene a Gener- 
al Special meeting of the members of the 
Society resident in and about London, 
which took place on the 5th day of April 
lasi, and was numerously attended. ‘The 
Resilutions formed on that oceasion, and 
the Petitions then adopted, have already 
been generally circulated, and will also ap- 
pear in the Appendix to this Report, as 
a memorial of that Christian philanthropy 
which warms the heart of every member 
ofthis Institution. It is proper also to 
mention that not in London only, but in 
agreat number of places throughont the 
country, the members and friends of this 
Society, as well as their fellow Christians 
of various penominations, have manifested 
the same pious zex] by their petitions to 
Parliament for the same purpose. 
Leaving to the disposal and control of 
the Great Head of the church those legis- 
lative proceedings which may affect the 
future progress of India Missions, the Di- 
rectors, will give a general statement of 
what has been attempted by their Mis- 
stionaries in that country @uring the past 
year, lamenting however, that Some ex- 
pected despatobes net having yet arrived, 


they cannot present intelligence of 20 Late’ 
a date as might be wished, 


TRAVANCORE. 


From Mr. Ringletaube they have heard 
but little; but it appears that he continues 
to labor in six or seven different places in 
the district of Travancore, in churches 
which he has erected, and where he stat- 
edly preaches the Gospel aad administers 
Christian ordinances; he also employs five 
or six native schoolmasters for the instrue- 
tion of youth; he has likewise several boys 
in training, who assist him in reading, 
writing, and singing, one of whom always 
aceompanies him on his preaching excur- 
sions; they are also occasionally sent into 
the villages, among the scattered prose- 
lytes, to teach them the catechism. He 
speaks particularly of a Mr. Fleury, whe 
has proved the most useful of all his assis- 
tants. The labors of these schoolmasters 
are, Mr. Ringletaube states, of great ad- 
vantage to the rising generation, not only 
as to their respectability and temporal 
prosperity, but as conducive to their spir- 
itual good; “for,” he observes, “it is in 
vain to print and distribute bibles, if there 
are none who can read them.” ‘The ex- 
pense, however, of these operations has 
been heavier than before, on account of a 
great scareity of grain occasioned by a 
long drought telt all over the south of the 
peninsula. 


VIZAGAPATAM. 


Tue affairs of this important station are, 
we trust, in a prosperous state. Mr. 
Pritchett, who, atter the death of Mr. 
Brain, fouad it necessary to leave the 
Surman country, has joined his brethren 
in ludia. -After beimg long detained at 
Caleuita, andunder eireumstances at times 
difficult and distressing, he was at length 
enabled to reach Vizagapatam, and unite 
with the Brethren Gordon and Lee, who 
greatly needed his assistanee, in conse- 
quence of the loss they had sustained by 
the death of the excellent Des Granges. 
These missionaries inform us that the 
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, 
translated at Vizagapatam, are printed, 
and aquavtity of them for distribution was 
expected by the return of the Bramin 
Anunderayer from Calcutta; this, they 
say, “they hope will be rendered an im- 
portant benefit to the surrounding muiti- 
tude, many of whom will eagerly peruse 
it.” They are still proceeding with the 
work of translation; Mr. Gordon has eom- 
menced the Gospel of St. John, and Mr. 
Lee the bock of Genesis; and they flatter 
themselves that from their residence wid 
conversavier ameng the people who speak 
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it in its purity, their Telinga translation 
will be found more accurate than any oth- 
er can well be expected to be where the 
language isunderstood by few. In this 


good and work they will now be 
much assisted by Mr. Pritchett, who 
made some ss in the language while 


at Caleutta, under the tuition of Anuude- 
rayer. 
he congregations to which they 

preach, both at the Fort, and at the Mis- 
sion-house, have been much better at- 
tended than before, and the auditors have 
listened with more serious attention to the 
word. ‘They were in hope of an addition 
to their little church, and speak with sat- 
isfaction of a European lady whose first 
religious impressions were derived from 
the conversation and example of the late 
Mr. Des Granges. ‘ 

“With regard to the Scnoons,” say 
they, “‘we are happy to state that the 
boys, both Natives and Half-casts, contin- 
ue to improve.* Some additioa has been 
made to the number of our CHanitry 
Bors, and the subseriptions for the sup- 
port of that institution have been a little 
augmented.” Nor are the female Mis- 
sionariesf at this Station idle spectators; 
they attend daily toa Free Scaoot, which 
has been commenced for the instruction 
of Girls, both native and country-born,+ 
those who have hitherto attended are of 
the latter deseription, and are perhaps 
greater ohjeets of compassion than the 
former, being reduced to almost the 
lowest degree of wretehedness. 

( To be continued. ) 


DONATIONS TO FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


“Ang. 14, 1813. From the For- 
eign Mission Society of 
Portland and the Vicinity, 
by Mr. Levi Cutter, their 
Treasurer, 

From the Female cent Society 

Carried forward 


$200 00 


—_——— 


$200 00 


* A pamphlet is just published, entitled 
“INDIAN CIVILIZATION; or, Report of a 
successful Experiment, made during two 
years on that subject, in fifteen Tamul, 
and five English Native Free Schools; 
with Proposals for establishing a separ- 
ate liberal Native Sehool Society, humbly 
submitted to the judgment and patronage 
of the Governments of the Hon. East In- 
dia Company of the respectable Religious 
Societies, and the generous and charita- 
ble Public, by the Rev. C. S. John, Se- 
nior of the Danish Mission at Tranque- 
bar, &Ge. 8c.” We recommend this sen- 
sible tract to the attention of the Society. 

The widow Des Grauges ( with her 
children ) rejoined the mission at the 
close of the year 1811. 

+ That is, half-cast. 


Donations to Foreign Missions... To Correspondents. 


Brought forward {$200 06 
in Falmouth, (Maine,) by 
the Rev. Mr. Hilli 20 08 
From a friend to missions, 20 
19. From ladies in Montpelier, 
remitted by the Rev. Ches- 
ter Wright, 24 00 
21. Fromthe Foreign Mission- 
ary Society of Springfield 
and the neighboring towns, 
by the Hon. George Bliss, 45 00 


From the Female Cent Socie- 
ty in North Preston, (Conn.) 
toward the Serampore loss, 
by Gen. Huntington, $ 28 70 

From Mc. Elisha Abel of 
Preston, 5 00 

From afriend of missions. 1 00 

From a female friend of 
Missions, by Mr. Hen- 
ry Hudson, 

From Mrs. Mercy Tyler, 
Mount Ararat, Susque- 
hannah county,(Penn.) 1 25 

From the female Cent 
Society in Somers, 13 50 

From Enoch Perkins, 
Esq. Treasurer of the 
Foreiga Mission Soci- 
iety of the North As- 

sociation of Hart- 
ford county, 

23. From the Female 
Cent Society in Har- 
ford (Penn.) by Mr. 


3 06 


6250——114 95 


P. W. Gallaudet, 2 72 
From Mr. P. Ely, of 
Simsbury, 1 00-——-3 75 


25. From the Foreign Mis- 





sionary Society im Saco, 

( Maine.) by the Rev. Dr. 
oods, 15 00 
422 90 


CENT INSTITUTION. 
The Treasurer of the Cent Institution h 
communicated the following sums since 
our last; viz. 
July 29, From ladies in West- 
borough, by the Rey. Mr. 


Rockwood, $ 23 50 
Aug. 3. From a lady in Boston, 5 00 
From several ladies in Boston, 10 00 

38 50 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

THE poem of Evévyaweres, which has lain 
on our files for some time, is too careless- 
ly written. The thoughts are correct 
and interesting; but the labor of correc- 
tion would be too great. 

The communication of Mr. Webster is 
received. 

Obituary notices and literary intelli- 
gence are necessarily omitted. 

We intend to commence in our next 
number a translation from a treatise em 
the Trinity ia German. 
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